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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNAT ONAL MILITARY TREBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 

15 July 1946, 
COMMISSIONER; ۸ 


Mr, 16117 rai th. 
THE POLITICAL LEADERS, 
(The Commission conveneé at 1000 hours, ) 
KARL WAHL, a witness, took the stand and testified as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Q What is your name? 
A Karl Wahl. 
Q Please repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath. ) 
You may sit down. 
Q Will the defense counsel state his name and the organization 
for which the witness appears. 
DR. LINK: My name is Link and I am here for the organization 
of Political Leaders, 


BY DR. LINK; 


Q The witness, Wahl, has been the gauleiter of Gau Seheseben 
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in Bavaria. He has been gauleiter from 1925 until 1945, therefore, he 
will be able to give information in detail as to matters concerned in 
Point 6-۸ of the decision of the Tribunal of the 13 March 1946 anà I 
intend to question him on that subject. 

MR. MICILWRAITE: W411 you be more precise and say what is the 
exact evidence that you are going to give? 

DR. LINK: I shall ask questione of the witness concerning the 
matters in Numbers one and three, especially as to whether the organiza- 
tion was created by people joining with the intention of committing crimes 
in the three indicated directions, especially es the witness was the highest 
officer in the Gau of d" I intend to question him as to the aims, 
methods, purposes and acts committed by these organizations. He was the 
head officer not only before the coming into tka power of the party, but 
even after the collapse of Germany. 

MR, MACILWRAITH: When you say these organizations, do you mean 
the leadership Corps? 

DR. LINK; I am speaking of the organization of Political Leaders, 
which I am to defend anà which may be subdivided as far as my opinion is 
concerned into several groups and sub-divisions. 

MR. M@CILWRAITH: Very well. 

BY DR. LINK; 

Q Witness, you are today 54 years old and your professional talent 
is municipal secretary. Altogether you have been a soldier for nine years 
and you joined the National Socialist Party in 19227 


A Yes. 


S LÀ 
Q In the year 1928 you became a gauleiter? / 
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A Yes. 
Q You remained a gauleiter until the collapse of Germany? 
A Yes, 
Q In 1935 you became the president of the Government, which is the 


highest authority of the state in your 1 

A Yes. 

Q Am I wrong if I say that you are the oldest Gauleiter in service, 
or at least one of the oldest Gauleiters? 

A One of the oldest Gauleiters. 

Q I will stop here with the personal data. .مہ‎ of 211, 1 waus 
to ask you a few quastions concerning the organization book of the NSDAP, 
which is well ‘mown to you. The prosecutions has decided this organization 
charter os the official document of the NSDAP and hes submitted it to the 
Tribunal under Documen 5۰ According to your opinion and to your knowledge 
does one have to consider the organization book as the official directive for 
the party? 

A In the organization book one can find the whole orgenization nonsense 
of Dr. Ley. 

Q De you mean to imply by that thet the organization book had gained 
no practical value? 

A It was not the official regulation book and had no practical value 
at all. It was just a theoretical document. 

Q Did the political leaders make speeches in conformity with the 
organization book, or did they not? 


A Not in my Gau ~ never, 


p 
Q Did you know the organization charter in detail? 7 
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A I did not, I never reed it, I only went through it. 

Q How, then can you explain that this book has been edited again 
and again and that the editions had a very large volume? 

A One has always exaggereted with official books of the party and 
this was the case too for the organization charter. Down to the Ortegruvpen- 
leiter everyone wes obliged to buy the book. The main idea was that this 
edition make a good profit. 

Q If you say you did not know this book, you mean to imply that the 
political leaders of your Gau, who were your subordinates did not know the 
book? 

A I may say that this organization charter was one of the leastread 
books in the whole Reich. It is possible, however, that such political 
leaders who were very directly connected with the party such as personal 
organization leaders did know this book. Then again there were many pictures 
in the book and that may have been the reason for many political leaders to 
glance through it. There were all the colors of the ت دی‎ as 
mentioned by Dr. Ley. 

Q What is your knowledge 8د‎ to the position taken by Adolf Hitler himself 
with regerd to all these fantastic uniforms and organization imagination as 
conceived by Dr. Ley? 

A If I am to conclude from tre directives I received immediately from 
Hitler, I have to say he had to refuse strictly this organization charter. 

He was always against too much organization and he himself dispatched a 


memorandum to us in 1932 in which he stated his desire to hawe organizations 


/ j ۴ 
kept to the strictest minimum, er 
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MR. 101۲:۷8۸1 18۶ What does he mean by refusing the book? He 
said that Hitler refused the book, what does he mean? 

DR. LINK: It seems to me that the witness means that Adolf Hitler 
wanted as little organization as possible and he had to refute the over- 
organization and all the dreams submitted by Dr. Ley. 

MR. MCILWRAITH: I would prefer the witness to answer, 

THE WITNESS: In his memo in 1932, to which I referred a while 
ago, Hitler stressed the point that there should be as little organization 
as possible. He did that in a sentence, which I still remember and which 
is as follows: "One should not 07 what can be organized, but one 
should organize only what absolutely has to be organized," 

BY DR. IBH- LINK : 

Q What is your turmxaz opinion as to the term "Hoheitstrager"? 

A Hoheitstreger is a term conceived by Dr. Ley too. In my duties, I 
never used the term "Hoheitstrager" and the political leaders refused these 
terms. They never felt os soverign men "Hoheitstragers" but as humble 
servants of the population, 

Q Do you agree with me thet apart from Adolf Hitler himself, the 
Gauleiter, the Kreisleiter and the Ortsgrup»enleiter belonged to the 
category meant by Hoheitstragers? 

A Yes, 

Q What about the blockleieters and zellenlei ters? 

A It is my own view that the blockleieter and zellenleiter were no 


Hoheitstragers. They were only modest helpers of the Ortsgruppenleifter. 


Q Do you know that there are a certain number of regulations regarding 
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the fact that only down to the Ortsgruppenleieter, they are Hoheitstragers? 

A Yes, 

Q But, in the organization charter later on the blockleiters and zellen- 
leiters are written down as Hoheitstragers. Do you mean to say that after 
this organization charter, there was a change in the position of the block- 
leiters and zellenleiters as far as their position as helpers of the Orts- 

gruppenleiters was concerned, or was there no change? 

A No, there had been no change, 

Q This was only then a theoretical organization regulation? 

A Yes, only a theoretical or&er by Dr. Ley. 

Q The prosecution has said that the political leaders and especially 
the blockleiters and zellenleiters were little Nazi Kings. Did the political 


leaders of the lower grade have any legal police authority, which could 
justify this implication? 
A No, they had no soverign rights. 
That means neither legal or police authority? 
Neither legal nor police authority. 


What was the main task of the blockleiters and zellenleiters? 


pP © P م‎ 


The blockleiters and zellenleiters were the helpers of the ortsgrupcen- 
leiters in technical questions. The main task of the zellenleiters and 
blockleiters was to collect the contributions of the members of the party, 
to sell cards and to collect money for the NSD and such tasks, 

Q What were the directives the blockleiters and zellenleiters had 


received through the ortsgrup»oenleiter from you as to the point of having 


to spy on the population and if necessary to denounce such persons who did 








8 ۷۵۷ 


Teke l-Pg. 6. 


not agree with the point of view of the party. 

A I have never received such orders and I have never given any 
such orders either, 

Q In this organization charter, which has been mentioned, there 
is a passage where it is stated that the blockleiters and zellenleiters 
hed to find out such persons who spread damaging rumors and had to 
denounce them. 

A This is not in accordance with facts, 

Q Would it have been in line with the task of the blockleiter and 
zel'enleiter, which was asked of them, if they had spied on the population 
end eventually denounced persons? 

A No. 

Q Why not? 

A Beceuse if one had given such orders to these unimportant people, 
there would have been abuses which one caùld not have stood for. 

Q Have there never been regulations to these unimportant people, as 
you say, to find out who in your Genf had spread damaging rumors and for 
instance establish files? 

A In my Gau this was not the case. 

Q I want to take a very practical example. Let us imagine that in 
your Gau some party member rumbled about Adolf Hitler. 

A It is a fact that if such a thing should have happened and if a 


blockleiter and zellenleiter had heard of it, then he should have denounced 


them, but it was not his duty. 
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Q You mean to imply byfhat it was not part of his specific éuty 
as a political leader to establish these facts? 

A Yes, 

Q Do you mean to say furthermore thet such information 58 was 
asked from him in this regard would have been asked from any party 
member? 

A I wanted to say that. 

Q Did the Hoheitstrager, whether they were only blockleiters and 
zellenleiters or even ortsgruppenleiters have any authority for assign- 
ment with respect to party members? 

MR, MCILWRAITH; I thought that you said the blockleiters and 
zellenleiters were not Hoheitstragers? 

DR. LINK: I have not expressed myself clearly enough. I merely 
wanted to bring forth another example that they were not Hoheitstrazers. 

THE WITNESS: The so-called Hoheitstragers had no authority for 
assignment with regard to the organizations. 
BY DR. LINK; 

Q How was it with marches and common mani fes tations? 

A If the so-called Hoheitstrager deeded parts of the organization, 
he had to ask for them politely. 

Q Have you knowledge of the decree of 1941 or 1942 according to which 
party members who refused to take over a party office were likely to be 


tried by a party tribunal? 


A I have knowledge of this decree. It had been established because ps. 
( 


y 
T 
7 





EM 112۵ 


Take l-Pg. 8 
Meehan 

15 July 
Want, 


it had become difficult to find out the political leaders and this was 
meant to bring about a certain pressure in this regard, 

Q I want to finish this part of the questioning. I want to con- 
sider very shortly one staff, that is the Kreis staff. I refer once more 
to the organization charter,then in the area of the kreisleiter and gauleiter 
there were offices which may be decided fas having character of political 
leadership and those offices apparently had to have someone who was in charge. 
What would you consider such an office. 

A I would consider as political amts, the education amt, the staff amt, 
the propaganda amt, the employees amt, the treasury amt and the organization 
amt. All these were to be considered as technical offices. Then there were 
clearly professional technical offices. For instance, the Amt Protective, the 
Amt for public health, the amt for agriculture problems and the amt for 
economical problems. 

Q Do you count the amt for wardindustry in this category? 

A Yes, this amt belonged to the category. 

Q Is it correct that in these groups all professional amts thet is 
professional organizations were represented too? I mean to say by this 
thet a professional organization such as the Reichs Nationai Socialist 
Professors organization, which was an organization in itself. Did they 
have a liaison man in both the gauleiter and kreisleiter offices? 

À Yes, there were such liaison men. 

Q Do you call those so-called staff officers as political officers or 
as professional officers? 


A They belonged to the professional ants. 


wh 
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Q Ie it correct to say these professional amts belonged to amts 
for instructors and for officers of the legal amt? 

A Yes. 

Q What about lecturers and students? Were they connected too 
with the staff of the Geuleiter or Kreisleiter or did they have a special 
group again. 

A The students were a special group. In my Gau there were no 
students at all as there was no university. 

Q Therefore no lecturers either? 

A There were no lecturers either in the Gau. 

Q In what way were the WS Womens organizations connected with the 
staffs of the Gauleiter or Kreislei terî 

A There were women leaders of the Gau orga ization of the women's 
organization of the Kreistleiter organization and of the Orts organization. 

Q Were these women that were the leaders in the orgenizstions under 
the offices of the Gauleiter and the 1761 8161 ter? 

A Yes, in the Geu were the Gau leaders of the womens or ganization 
and also such office in the Kreislciter and in all the smaller groups 
there were the leaders in office, 

Q I have not quite understood, Is it to be understood that the same 
woman who was the leader in the Orts, Gau or the Kreis wese at the same 
time the liaison with the steff of the Kreis, Gau or or tt 

A In a general way, yes. 


Q Therefore, there was a personal union? 


A Yes, 
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4 Was this personal union effected in the other professional Amts, 
that is, the personal union between the leaders of the organization, and 
the staff officers of the Kreisleiters and the Gauleiters? 

A In a general way this was the case in the other professional offices, 
toc,but one should not see those offices on as large a scale as they were 
mentioned in the organization charter, There you see a great number of 
different organizatiohs, whereas, in reality very often one or two persons 
were in charge of all those organizations altogether. 

Q Is it incorrect if one states that the men who were in the offices 
of these staffs - in these professional officers ofthe staffs of the Kreis 


and Gauleiters were merely technical counsels of the Kreis or Gaulciters? 


Q I will go into another question. The Prosecution contends that the 

talks and discussions ofthe Political Leaders are proved to be a part of a 
ac 

Political cons pis; which repeated talks and discussions have you ordered, 

or at which assemables of a regular character have you taken part? 

A Personally, I have arranged talks between what is called the Gau- 
amtsleiter and the Kreisleiters. At those assemblies the leders of part 
of the organizations were present, too. Furthermore, I have made speeches 
in the towns, as wellas in the country of smaller assemblies. In these 
assemblies there was an open and free discussion. Personally, I have at- 
tended only the meetings which were called Reichsleiter Tagung(meeting), 
and Gauleiter Tagung,and Kreis and Gauleiter Tagung,but during the last 


ten years there were no more discussions. 


Q Thefirst group -of-drscussi1O0H3 aM! Talks you referred tO; thet 
.لي‎ Were the chiefs of state authorities and other interested 
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authorities invited from case to case and according to the Agenda, to take 
i م3 سوام و مج‎ ome npn SE AEEA EE E of وت‎ aua عط‎ | E 
part in the first named group of discussions, that is discussions of the 
perts-or- tlic Orpant zation 。 Take ore-aszernbty wren tne other; the chief-of 
Staff officers with the Gauleiters which were also attended by the 
the—staff OrTLces according to-the-agendeayyor—poinved cut t0 what~the~agenda 
Organizations and formations? 

boing—avited -to-that-was-the- occasion of-—every-asseably,bohet-it-depended 


onthe-egenda. What- wastheagenda of~hose-valks? 


A Ina general way the agenda were questions of leadership . Questions 








that were of the day, anddur ing the war special questions regarding the 
organization. 

© Were those talks secret? 
A No, they were not secret. 


As to the press, did they attend them? 


p» نك‎ 


Yes, there were reports of every meeting in the Press. 

Q Have there ever been any discussions in connection with constructional 
@activities which were in connection with the planning, promoting, or 
executing of war crimes,or crimes against humanity, and aggressive wars? 

A There has been neither discussiong nor even short consideration of 
those things. 

۵ Do you have knowledge of the order of keeping these matters a secret, 
an order by Adolf Hitler. I am referring toa decree which was to a large 
extent posted up in all offices, according to which nobody haa a right to 
know more about the تم‎ thah were absolutely necessary for the execution 
of his personal orders? 

A Yes, I know this order. 

Q Has it been considered in reality? 

4 Yes, it has been considered in reality. 


9 Down to which grade have the officers received the newspaper, the 
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u Hoheitstraeger? 

A The newspaper Hoheitstraeger ig a» i Am» a work of Dr. Ley. This 

paper was as popular and read as little as the Organizations Charter was 
.pead. The edition had a large number only for the reason that there was a 
pressure exerted as it was in the case with the Organizations Charter, 
too. 

MR. MCILWRAITH: But you have not answered the question. The 
question was down 1000006 to which rank was it read? 

THE WITNESS: Down to the rank of Ortsgru penleiter. 
BY DR. LINK: 

O You have stated that the Hoheitstraeger had no autherity for assign- 
ments with regard to the SS. Do you want to go as far as to say that 
Political Leaders had no influence as to the working fields of the 337? 

A Yes, I wanted to say thet. 

Q The establishment of concentration camps, and the supplies for the 


men which were interned there, were under whose authori ty? 


^ 


^ 


A May Task vis t) question be repeated. I have not understood it. 

© Whose duty was it to establish the concentration camps,and to provide 
supplies for the persons interned therein’ 

A Only the 55. 

Q You mean to say that the Party itself, and the Political Leaders had 
no part in establishing, supervising, ana supplying the, centration camps 

A They had no part whatever. 

Q Had the Political Leaders a legal ×ہ‎ ٥1 possibility to visit the 


concent ration camps,and to make themselves familiar with the institutions 


therein? 
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Q And during your capacity as Gauleiter,did you have that possibility 


there? 


lo 
If I wanted to enter those camps I had to make a demand e Himuler. 


مه 


O 


How mahy concentration camps have you visited? 

A I have visited one concentration camp. I have visited one concentra- 
tion camp and that was the concentration camp of Dachau,but that was already 
in the years of 1936 or 1937. I had visited at that time the concentration 
camp of Dachau because as I may state here, I have always been a sworn enemy 
of ali concentration camps. I have not only been a theoretical% o: ponent 
but in the practical field I have very often opposed these camps. I have 
gone to several superior offices with regard to that matter,and I often 
hed a talk with Hitler about them. At that time I said to Hitler that I 

a, 
saw no reason why political opponents should be lockedup behind bardwire ; 
and sofar as my own Gau was concerned, 1 saw that there was no danger 
at all in letting aad free. I may stress the point that I was not against 
e those camps, because I might have had a slight thoughteven of crimes 
that were committed in the camps; because as 3 simple san, as ۵ Christian, 
I could never think that a movement which gave so much protection to 
even the animals,and the young life, could have so barbarian measures taken 
by barbarian liationals. ? 
í So abii Da Cup a سح ةل‎ 
WR. MCILWRATTH: He said [barbarian|" ts جوم‎ 
THE WITNESS:  I/said, barbarian megsures as have been brought to 
open light now in this trial. May I come back to my talkwith Hitler. 


Hitler told me that at that time - the first time that he had heard of 


the proposal of letting those political enemies run free, that he did not 








23 ۷۷ 


2-5 


Gallagher 
15 July 


ta? 


T 


elements alone and let them 


e 94‏ ی 
bi +3‏ عم :ا 


want to leave these danaging and 
damage the reconstruction. 

WR MCILWRAITH: When was this talk with Hitler? 

THE WITNESS: This talkwith Hitler had taken place either in 
1936, cr in 1937,but it might have been 1938,t00, and he shouted at me, 

UGive me an island. If you give me an island I will put those political 
opponents with their dependants on the island, but as long as I have no 
island, they have to stay in concentration camps." I hae tried to see 
Hitler once again with regard to this camp,am one occasion was when the 
collecting of woolen articles in the winter of 1941 for the benefit of the 
Wehrmacht ,when the result ofthis collection was very marvellous, such a 

"P 
success that I worked out a very carefully established demand at Hitler's 
office in order to have the amnesty for these concentration لوم تد دید‎ I 
have never received an answer to these demands £ which 1 heve-colLtabomyeed 
myself with the atmo st. care, 
BY DB, LINK : 

Q Have you acted accordingly to your own ideas of not bringing political 
enemies into concentration camps? 

A Yes. I have been a Gauleiter for seventeen years,and during all of 
these years I have never brought any one into a concentration camp, and I 
have never deprived anybody of his freedom. On the contrary 1 have helped 

: i 
a certain number of people to get out of the concentration camps, or out of 
prison. 
Q What about your political leaders? 
A They acted in the same way, because they were aware of my political 


ideas. 
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MR  MCIL/RAITH: Have you many more questions, Dr. Link? 
DR. LINK: I have finished with about half of the questions. 
Ga 
HR. MCILRAITH: I think we will موب اہ دز‎ for ten minutes. 


(Recess) ۱ 
MR. MCILWRAITH: Will you continue with your examination „Doctor اسب‎ 
BY DR. LINK: 

Q Mr Wahl, what was your cannection,and in which way did you cooperate 
with the S3 or the 3A, or the Gestapo in the Gau? 

A Generally it was a good relationship. However, it was unavoidable 
that there were cohtroversies with the Gestapo. 

What do you understand by good cooperation? 

A I attempted to get along with all authorities as far as possible. 

Q You mean in your official relationship? 

A I mean in my official relationship. 

Q I have several cuestions to put to you pertaining to the persecution 
of the Jews. The Prosecution charges crimes according to paragraph six in 
connection with the basic anti-Semitic attitude. What did you yourself, 
and the Political Leaders of the Gau know about the intended solution of 
the Jewish problem? 

A The Party line before the seizure of power, it spoke difierently from 
the way it spoke after the seizure of power. Before the seizure of Gis, 
power they said that only certain Jews would be removed from influencial 
position,am that no harm would come to the average little Jew. That is the 
way it was represented at that time, and those were the conditions under 


which I join: 3d the Party. 


Q What do you know about the things which happened after the seizure 
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of power pertaining to the solution of the Jewish Problem, Was it a problem 
of your Gau? 

À I was horriíied at finding the Gestapo reuoving Jews from my Gau 
without first asking udabout it. I frecuently asked the Gestapo, "Where 
did you get the orders to do such a thing; what happened to these people," 
and they answered:"It was by Himmler that these people were sent to con- 
centration camp where they were abated out according to their profession, 
and [asked what happened,and they took them and said theywould be employed 
accordingly. 

© Were there many Jews in your Gau? 

A I estimated them to have been approximately three-thousand, I could 
not stop the expulsion of Jews but in many cases I saw to it that in individual 
cases they were at first to be permitted to remain. 

2 Would you care to explain to the Commission here now the Landsmann- 
schaft organization of your Gau. What Iwant to say by that, was it a rural 
or an urban district organization? 

8 
A "ith the exception of Augsburg it was pronounce ely a rural district, or 
- 
Gau. 
How were the greater part of the Jews و‎ in the city or in the country? 

i They were to a greater part inthe cities. There were three to four 
communities (Gemeinden). They were larger in numbers. 

What was the effect of the Jewish boycott in 1933. What happened at 
that tine? 


A Per se, the only thing which happened Wera periodical press notices 





asking not bo buy from the Jew. It also happened that the Nshako,which sat 


as a Nazi Commercial organization,for reasons of competition, took such 
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executive steps on their own in order to eliminate competition,that is 


rractically WA all that happened. 





D Links The Nschako had been dissolved later. 


MR MCILWRAITH: Is that fete record 


LINK: It is for the record as a statement. 


? 


WR  MCILURAITH: Counsel will remember he is examining the witness, 
and ff, confine himself to questions only. 
BY DR. LINK: 
Q Witness, what had happened in your Gau on the lOth and lith of 
November 1938? 
A On 8th and 9th of November, Twas not in Augsburg. Unfortunately I 


was ill in a sanégtterium outside. My deputy notified me immediately, d— 





I was notified after the people at- 
tempted to do something against the Jews. I had ordered him that under all 
circumstances he was to do everything in his power not to permit destruc- 
tion or excesses,such as breaking windows and other destruction of property. 
Nothing muc n had happened to either the synagogue in Augsburg itself, or 
other synagogues in my district; it was the the larger synagogue in my 
district which was the first one to be used again after the arrival of the 
Americans last year. In individual Kreises or cities, excesses are &l- 


'ed to have taken place. 


ovv o rm 
Did directives which you issued from the مسو نجوه‎ to your deputy, 


did they correspond with your basic attitude towards the Jewish problem 
A Thigat titude corresponded with my basic attitude,and the Jewish 


problem, if it would have gone the way I wanted it to,up xx until today 


not a hair would have been touched on the head of any Jew in my Gau. رڈ‎ 
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MR. MARRECO: This question and answer seem to be largely‏ 
personal. This witness is called to speak for all the Gauleiters of‏ 
Germany,and in 1938 excesses were very widespread throughout Germany;‏ 
and the task of t his witness is to explain this excess and not to say‏ 


what actually happened in one small Gau. 


MR. MCILWRAITH: How mahy Political Leaders were there in your 


THE WITNESS: Approximately between twelve and fifteen thousand 
altogether of them, 

MR MCILWRAITH: Of Political Leaders: 

TH; WITNSSS: Yes, those who were actually Pol: tical Leiters were 
all subordinate Kresileiters and other people who had their labor fronts 
and so on, the appointed political leiters. 

MR MCILWRAITH: In his Gau between twelve and fifteen thousand, 
is that so? 

DR. LINK: May I ask a auestion pertaining to this? 

MR. MCILWRAITH: Yes. 

BY DR. LINK: © 
Do you know,Mr Wahl, there were forty-two Gaus in Germany? 

A Yes,I know that. 

Q Do you know that the Prosecution accounts for about  six-hundred 
thousand individuals for the Hoheitstraeger,including the Blockleiter, 
ard Zellenleiter,the staff of the Kreis and Cauleiters, and the keichslevel? 

A Yes. 


Q Do you ever think about the fact that this figure may be much too 


small, because in twenty-five years, from 1920 to 1945, the functionaries 6 / 


| 








+ سم 2" 


00 
2-10 
Gallagher 
l5July 
WAHL 


tO 





H1017 


- 1 


in the offices and positions have changed two or three times. 

A Yes, 

à Would vou make a statement to this effect; that on the basis of 
figuring the political leiters, from Block to Gauleiter,including their 
staffs, one would calculate a figure of about forty-thousand, who are 
charged by the prosecution. 

A If that includes all those whom I have referred to up to now as 
aids,that is, the Block and Zellenleiters hs. one would reach a higher 
figure. 

Do you know anything about whether thehction in 1938 was organized 
for the political leiters,ani executed by them in a unified manner? 

A (Answering in German) 

WR. MCILWRAITH: When this witness makes a long answer like 
this,half of it must be lost in the translation. (Discussion ensued about 
such translation) Will you translate what I have said to counsel, and 
perhaps he can stop these long answers,and you may translate what he has 
said. 

TH WITNESS: Unfortunately I was outspoken. I was out of town . 
However, when I returned later I was interested in finding out just exactly 
what had happened,and I had attempted in every nch way to clarify the 
situation. The only thing I could find out after those weeks was that 
there was no central direction, no focal point, and that these actions were 
undertaken by individuals in the individual cities; by individual actions 
you wili find there are always excess elements who do such things. 


BY DR. LINK: 


Q Have you found whether in the lesser excesses which you stated í / 
d 
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before took place in smaller cities where political leiters were involved? 

A lndividüal ones have participated. It was very much mixed . Here 
it was SA, there S3 and somewhere else others again,and it was very much 
mixed up. 

Do you know any subordinate [we political leiters who had acquired 

Jewish property, or anything of that wey,and had derived this from the ex- 
pulsion of the Jews? 

A I have rejected enriching myself, I know of several ones who had 
made an attempt to enrich themselves this way. I have always rejected 

Tmyse 1f j 
to enrich emesetf^ on Jewish property,and I know of only one case where 
a man without my authorization has done so, and he has acquired a Jewish 
house. 
Iwas referring to political leiters,whether any German Nationals 

have acquired Jewish Property? I am not in any other way interested. 


A I am only referring to political leiters. 


Were political leiters either after the event of و1938‎ or even later 


n 


wj 
* 
à > 


commrssroretewith confiscation or securing of Jewish property? 
———m 
A No. 


04 Can you tell us whether the political leiters of your Gau. who always 


reported to you, approved of your attitude towards the Jewish problem, or wheth- 


er they have followed your directi ves? 


A On those questions the political leiters had approved my attitude 


essentially. 
lo 
Q I have a few questions pertaining (٠ he persecution of the church, 


The prosecution charges the political leiters also with participation in the , 
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conspiracy which is alleged to have been executed, or planned in your 
human actions for reasons against ministers or priests of the order of 
the church. Were you aware of any directives, ہ۸۰۸‎ and any authority 
4 : t J ۳۹ كيك‎ 
which directed or ordered them, or little speeches which wes ordered ? 
A I only know of directives em§nating from Bormann. 
Q What did they say? 


E 
A I was not particularly interested in these orders of Bormann's, de¬ 


Cause. I have not followed any of these directives. 
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Q Why not? 

A I did not have the impression that this was the 
attitude of either Hitler or the party. Rather did I fed 
that Bormam, evenbefore entering the party, had that 
attitude and now that he was in a position of power he 


wanted to bring his views into practice. 


Q Within your area were there excesses for religious 
measures? 

A Never, no. 

Q I must recall you the action of the Bavarian 


Kultusminister, Adolph Wagner, which was directed against 
the crucifix in the schools, and you as gauleiter were 
dealing with that primarily? 

A Since Adolph Wagner was not only gauleiter 
but also Kultusminister of Bavaria, he in his gapacity 
€ Kultusminis ter 
es/Küitzuxxxkmixkmrm issued this directive also directly to 
the landrate. “hen I heard of it, as far as possible I 
stopped everything. 

Q In your gau was there religious freedom of wor- 
ship and was it possible to have political and religious 
functions? 

A ln every respect. 

Q Did the political leaders impede church activities? 

A No. 

2 


Were you yourself or were political leaders 


known to you asked to resign from the Church or did you 








PIN ۵۷ 


1200 - 0 
16 July 6 
Mahl 


yourself ask for such resignations from subordinate political 
leaders? 

A I had the impression that Bormann at the end had 
& big powerful position in the party and liked to see resig- 
nations from the Church, but 上 myself did no resign nor 
did I ask any one subordinate to me to resign from it. 

Q You &re not God Believing? 

A No, I am & Protestant. 

Q What was your relation withthe Kultusminister 
in your Gau, did you have the High Catholic Ministers 
in your gau, and how NEEZxXkxinoxxmXx was it in general? 

A My relationship with both confessions was & 
very good one and may I prove that by telling that when the 
Americans arrived, the Catholid Bishop in my gau capitol 
had given me a place of residence in the Bishop's house, 

Q Can you give us any other example that you 
did not follow the directive of Bormann or other author- 
ities in the gauleiter? 

۸ Yes, I can give a typical example. When 1 went 
to XXEXX Bormann at the time when he invented and executed 
his so-called monastery property order he also sent an 
ج×××× .ہا‎ emissary to me so that I could execute the 
transfer of the mmxzx monastery in my gau with the part y. 
I asked the representative of Bormann who called on me 


personally whether they had lost their minds completely 


to execute such a method, particularly now when a heavy 











em UN 


1200 = 1500 
16 July 1946 
Mahl 
combat raged on all fronts. The bormann representative said 
to me: As you know my Chief, that happens to be his hobby, 
and all.I can advise you to do is to execute this order. 
He said to execute the order because, according to his knowe 
ledge, Bormann will no longer have 8 gualeter according to 
what good they have done in the past but only as to how they 
have executed this ca der against the Church. 

Q So you did it. 

I have explained to him that personally all the‏ هد 

joy is being taken out of this work, and then after several 
weeks a deputy called on me again and asked me how far I 
was in this action. Several things had happened at the 
neighboring gaus but nothing had happened in mine. While 
I was still thinking over how to get out of this dilemma 
pertaining to this order, suddenly there was a telephone 
order by Hitler that this action was to be stopped. 

Q How many foreign laborers were there in your gau, 
&ccording to your estimate? 

۸ Between forty and fifty thousand, 

Q As you said that the gau Schwaben was primarily 
an agricultural one, do you agree with me that mcs t of 
these people were wa king on ffarms? 

A Yes. 

Q What do you know about the mistreatment, beatings 
&mzkux insults amé—-beetines and so on which these people 


from the East or somewhere else were exposed to? 


AXXXXXXX 
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۸ I know nothing of anything big. 

Q What do you mean by "big", do you mean hundreds 
of complaints? 

A That in one or the other camps or factories it may 
have been that the shelter or the food was not as good as it 
might have been desired, or that there was a certain lack 
of certain things there and the situati on was put right again. 
That is what I meant, 

3 In your capacity as gauleiter, did you have an 
oppa tunity to convince yourself personally how these ten 
thousands of foreign workers were sheltered and treated 
and fed? 

A tes, for this task I had two deputies, one of them 
was the Deputy of the Labor Front and the other was the Deputy 
of the Reich Food Estate. These people wuld come to me 
from time to time and they were directed to put a stop to 
all bad situations, and if they couldn't put a stop to them 
to report them to me. 

Q Did you receive anyrepats to any great extent 
pertaining to the mistreatment of Poles and foreign laborers? 

A No. 

Q Are you acq 31 nted with the directives which were 
issued Exx putting a special restriction on workers of 


Polish nationality? 


A l do know these directives, 
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Q How about it? 

A I considered that these directives were comletely 
superfluous because every gauleiter or any outside official 
knew how to behave toward a humanbeing whether they were 
Germans or anybody else, 

Q You obviously are thinking of another directive. 
I am not Ex referring to a circular which summarizes all 
of the directives pertaining to the treatment of the 
furexx foreign laborers, but I amreferring to a directive 
introduced by the Prosecution about two weeks ago, addressed 
to the Grobe 13050502 Kabholinde???? according to which 
Polish workers were to be restricted pertaining to matters 
of church, visits, use of bicyles and the curfew and so 
forth. 

A I beg your pardon, my error, I mean the circular 
pertaining to the basic principle of treatment. I do not 
know the last named directive. 

Q In your gau were the agricultial workers of 
Polish Nationality treated any different from any other 
foreign workers ۵۵۵ 

A. They were treated equally well. 

Q Do you agree with me if I say that foreign 
workers employed by the Landrate??? were treated the same 
way the German agricultural employees were treated? 


A Yes, and whoever knows how kind is the Schwaben 


farmer will also know he will judge a person by his pro- 
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duction and if his work is as good as that of the فعا تج‎ 
German worker he would have received tho same treatment 
and same food as the German received. 

Q But how is it that tbis directive was issued from 
the superior authorities w th peference to the treatment 
of the Poles and yet you tell us that the Poles were not 
treated any differently from the Germans? 

A I can only say it was because of thes tupidity 
of the people who issued the order, I know cf no other 
reaons. That was a special gax case and it was pertinent 
to one gau. 

Q Do you want to say by that $hat the Reich Food 
Agent and the Reich Commissar Association who were the 
ones who really contacted the people dic not actually put 
tha tn to practice? 

A The people whosctually contacted us were wor king 
on the feamsxanax farms and were much too reasonable to 
execute such things, that was the so-called conference 
table. 

Q I now turn to my next point: That the gau and 
it's political leaders are charged with mistreatment of 
Ww enemy fliers who made emergency landings. I first 
submit that you were acqu& nted with the pertinent dir- 
ectives emmanating from Bormann, Himmler and Goebbels? 

A Yes, I do know the directives of the two non- 


soldiers, Bormann and Himmler, 


ان 
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MR. McILWRAITH: WHAT does he mean? Las ے :۵88ہی‎ slic, We. ° 
INTERPRETER: The two non-soldiers, Bormann and 


Goebbels. 
MR. McILWRAITH: Does he count Himmler as a 
soldier? 
WITNESS: 
A تج‎ was en error of speech. I meant Bormann, 7 
u 


Goebbels/mm& Himmler was not the same type of soldier which 
I am thinking of. 

MR. McILWRAITH: Is he saying he did know the 
directives of Bormann and Goebbels and did not know the 
directives of Himmler. Ask the witness, I do not want 
counsel to answer, 


C se 
INTERPRETER ٤ هي‎ 0 you know the Bormann 


and Goebbels dir ectives! and he said "yes", and he asked him 
with reference to Himmler and he said? Yes, he was acquaint- 
ed with all three of them. 
BY DR LINK: 

Q Did you receive these directives in your capacity 

Def ense 

as gauleiter or as the Reich/Kommissar? 

A In my capacity as the President for the Reich 
Defense Kommissar. The directives from Bormann I received 


in my capatity as gauleiter and the directives from Himmler 


and Goebbels ax I received as Reich Defense Kommissar, 
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Q And what did you do in order to 59 سر‎ thfse 
directivesto your subordinates and to see to their 
execution? 
4 I did neither transfer nor execute these orders, 
Q Why not? ۱ 
A I was in the military service in the last world 
war and I had reason to know andto ascertain the knightliness 
of the soldier. _ From this knightliness point of view 
I hav@ not issued nor transferred this order. 
MR. MCILWRAITH: Will you please tell me what 
it was your-efused to do? Yourefused to obey these 
orders? “hat were the orders your-efused to obey? 
WITNESS; 
A The order of Bormann which came to the party. 
MR. MCILWRAITH: But what was the رت‎ That 
is what I want to get® Ge neca. 
WITNESS: 
A As I recall it, I can't give the exact wading 
but it was that paople who participated in lynching of 
fliers were not t» be punished, 
BY DR. LINK: 
Q D id the political leaders in your gau, perhaps 
without your knowledge or your directives participate in 
xu lynchings? 
A l do not know of any case of mistreatment or even 


the killing of an enemy aviator e 
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Q How do you explain that? How do you explain 
the fact that the political leaders, taking into consideration 
at that time the great emotion of the population, did not 
participate? 

A Because that essentially did nc correspond to 
kkas the decency of these people. Of course, there are 
ےر‎ ticks ۵ 3 ”ہم صلعہ‎ 
always single individuals and I admit = 
that after this directive of Bormann had امت‎ 
×2. 9 00 EmRXÉSfÉxBcxmxEXXWENuk4Sxx«Xx€$ been ا ےبلم .کپ‎ 
ere always some single cases, 

Q Is it correct that there would have been ample 
opportunity for mistreatment of enemy aviåtæ s because 
Schwaben was heavily attacked, is that correct? 

A There were plenty of opportunities, Icsntell 
of quite a few cases where the political leaders put 
fliers who had made emergency landings into vehicles and 
as quickly as possible they transferred them into captivity. 
Rammy Fc my personal attitude I want to say that on 
Christmas of 1942-1943, when the first enemy parachutists 
and aya aviators were at the Schwaben hospital I visited 
them in the hospital and I gave them thexxmmxx same gifts مه‎ 
I gave to the German wounded. 

3 I come to the end now, I only want to put 
one question which seems to be important to me, From 1928 


to 1945, that is to say, eighteen years, you were 8 
gauleiter and you have testified before tne Commission that 


7 
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you have taken a position opposing that of the official 
leadership concerning the Jewish problem in concentration 
camps, the church struggle and the lynch justice, You 
have declared that at times you have attempted to put over 
the opposing point of view by conferences with Hitler and 
in other ways. You were not successful, but gx nevertheless 
you remained a gauleiter until the last, Would, you 
explain to the Court if it would not NE سس‎ duty if you 
do resent all of these concepts to resign from this office 
and put down your conscience, and that perhaps the Third 
Reich would have collapsed a bit sooner? 

A I know it is very difficult to give an answer 
here which corresponds to everything but I want to say 
this: My gauwas one of the smallest of the Reich. For 
twenty-four years I was politically active in one gau 
and one city. In that twenty-four years the population 
of this gau which was also thoroughly decent and ow 
had become close to my heart. if I would have ۲ 4 
from my office Dormann would have enjoyed that, He really 
would have liked that, and the consequence wuld have 
been that another gauleiter would havebeen appointed, a 
gauleiter by the grace of Bormann, and based on the exper- 
fence of the last few years I would have done many things 
differently and many things wuld have been handled in 


another way. I several times intended to resign after 


34 





Com B 


010,“ h ۵۵ 
Cook 

1200 - 13800 H1017 -0034 

15 July 1946 

Mahl 


discussing that within the circle of my friends and family, 
but by the population 1 was asked again and again to remain 
at any price, If I had resigned it woulán t have had any 
influence on the great decision anyway, because my gau was 
much too small, 

Q Have you done everything within your view and 
from your oppostng point of view you found wrong to alle viate 
and to ease? 

Á In the seventeen years of my activity I have 
always tried to alleviate any wrong. 1I only felt myself 
responsible for my BKE area of wak and for nothing 
else, May 1 state in connection with that, that the 
Catholic Bishop, and I am a Protestant, has declared to my 
daughter as late as May of this year, that he is always 
willing to testify before the Court to my good character 
and to testify in my case. My great misery and fault is 
that in my youth and sincerity I have sem something in 
the XXXXENK XMAXIX Nazi movement wid in reality did 
not exist. 

9 And this is my last que stione, Was there any 
possibility fæ you to contact Adolph Hitler himself and 
talk with him? 

4 Before 1937 that was possible once in a while, 
yes. Since 1959 I ba ve tried three times seriously to 
contact Hitler, and not only did I use the tele phone but 


2 
I have attempted to exgXkx exploit all possibilities "d 7 
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to talk with Hitler. I was not successful even once and 
then I have tried to take another road, and this is too an 
example of Bormann's activities. Just at the time when I 
had made an application for a conference with Hitler, it 
مقط‎ pened that the Fuehrer had ordered a meeting and by ۲ 
AmmsxxaixrisanemXIx a coincidence I sat in the same bunker 
where Hitler ate his dinner, Every time I attempt ed to talk 
authoritatively, being separated only a few meters from 
Hitler, Yormann suddenly stepped between us and asked what 
I wanted. I said that I felt that this was m occasion to 
discuss this matter with Hitler, and he said, well the 
matter you want to discuss with Hitler is finished alr 6907 و‎ 
Q Finished how? In what sense? hat the audience 
was granted? 
۸ He had given me the information it was impos sible 
to have a conference with Hitler, and that as far as he 
was concerned that finished the matter, 
DR. LINK: That finishes my qw stions, 
MR. McILWRAITH: Have you my questions, “r, Manecĝo? 
MR. 10۵۳۵060۶ It is ten to ow now and I don't 
want to tie myself down, | 


MR. MCILWRAITHs: You can start ami we will 


stop at one o'clock, 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. KARECO: 

Q Are you here to give evidence for the NSDAP 
administration throughout Germany or are you here to only 
justify your own behavior withr egard to the Gau Schwaben 
which you yourself said was one of the smallest in the 
Reich? 

۸ KX I have come here to defend the honor of the 
political leaders all over the Reich. Of course, mainly 
I can talk about bhe things which I experienced in my own 
gaue 

Q It is not possible, is it, to distinguish between 
the 980085 600,000 odd political leaders throughout the 
Reich and the policy of the “ational Socialist Party? 

A I should like to say that out of the 600,000 
political leaders ninety per-cent were surely all right. 

Q But come now, witness, the political leadership 
andthe party were one and the same thing, wasn't the 
political leadership the instrument by which the Nazi Policy 
was made manifest? 

A It was suppos ed to put it into execution. 


Q But it و1‎ not possible to defend the political 


leaders and at the same tim èw condemn the party? 
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A No, but i have the impress on that the top 
political le adership was to abuse the good political leaders, 

Q If I understood the sense of the long statement 
you made just now it was this: You fold the Commissioner 
that you often thought of resigning and you freauently dis- 
cussed 5 possible resignation with your family, but as you 
were the gma gauleiter of one of the smallest gaus in 
Germany and it was a healthy, agricultural gau with no 
great problems of it's own, you decided no purpose would 
be served by your resignation, and so you decided to 
remain in office, is that right? 

A Yes, because I felt only responsibility for my 
sovereignty areas Remember we áo not dare ask que stions 
concerning the Reich Policy. 

Q Doesn't that mean that when you considered the 
fact of your resignation with your family md as you looked 
&round you, you saw a lot to criticize and condemn in 
the other gaus? 

4 “ss, that is ca rect, I saw that in my 
neighboring gaue 

MR. McILWRAITH: We will adjourn now until two 
o clock. 


(THE Commission adjourned at 1300 hours) 
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CROSS EXAMINATION - Resumed 
(The Commission reconvened at ue hours ) : / ۱ 
7) 5 ry د‎ ^ ۳ ١ A Py f 7: ^ ص‎ | 7 Ty 
COMMISSIONER; idi عد ———— رٹ کے‎ 


Lt. Col. A.M.S. Neave 

COL, NEAVE; First of all I apoligise for the delay, but the 
Gommissioner who was due to sit here has not arrived, I'll, therefore, 
continue with the hearing of this witness myself, Is he outside? 

DR. LINK: Yes, he is outside, 

COL. NEAVE: How far have you got? 

MR.MARRECO: I'm cross examining this witness, sir, and I shall be 
about ten or fifteen minutes, 

COL. NEAVE: Will you continue? 

CROSS EXAMINATION RESUMED 

BY MR. MARRECO: 

0. Witness, before the adjournment I was asking you about the conversation 
which you had with your wife on the question of whether or not you should re- 
sign your position as Gauleiter. Isn't the implication to be drawn from that 
conversation this - that you were ashamed of what other Gauleiters were doing, 
and that all around you saw things going on which you disapproved and wanted 
to disassociate yourself from? 

A. Yes, 

Q. That is true, isn't it? 

A. Yes, that is true, 

Q. Your little Gau of Schesaben was border on the North by the great 
Geu of Franconia where Streicher was Gauleiter, wasn't it? 


A. I want to stress the point thet the Gau of Schesaben was not much 


smaller than the Gau of Franconia. All the Bavarian Geus are very $mall 7] 
۶ 
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as are most of the Gaus in that district. 

Q. Doesn't matter of the size, Was not your Geu bordered on the North 
by the Gau of Streicher] سعسع×‎ 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you knew of the sort of thing that was going on in Franconia? 
You knew about Streicher's Jew bating ad of the filth Streich was rising 
in his Sturmer? 

A. I knew of those things, and I always rejected that foolishness of 
Streicher, as well as my XmEmxx interior and exterior, 

Q. And when you discussed these things with your wife, it was from 
actions of which you knew Streicher was guilty of that you wished to dis- 
associate yourself? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Well then that being so, fxzxmEst how can you come here and give 
evidence before this Commission in defense of all Gauleiters and Party 
administration throughout Germany? Isn't it true to say that the evidence 
you gave this morning is a personal justification and we should take it 
as such and no more? 

A. I want to stress the point that it's not my task and not my wish 
here to justify 211 the Gaus. In the Gaulieters there were maniacs and 
blood thirsty fools as everywhere else, 

Q. Well, witness, I just want to be clear = what the effect of your 
evidence is because as I understood you came here today to give evidence to 
rebute the prosecution's assertions that the Party administration - that the 
Party policy as it was given evidence through the Political Leadership, was 


a criminal one, 


A. I have not come here in order to defend the national socialist OP pny 
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regime, which has gone away without glory and has done a lot of bad things. 
I have come here only to restore the honor of the great many political 
leaders who were deeent fellows and you have no part in the punishable 
deede that have been commited by others, 

Q. Witness, I'm not denying that there may have been political 
leaders who were innocent men, but did not you agree with me before the 
adjournment thet it is quite impossible to distinguish between the policy 
of the Party and the political leadership which was the instrument by 
which that policy was made manifest? 

A. MayI in short explain that. I only wish to stress the point that 
there have been bad and good Gauleiters and, of course, the bad Gauleiters 
wanted to exercise their plan in their own Gaus, and there were YYYX 
creatures who were quite willing to exercise those plans, but I must 
stress again that the great majority of the political leaders rejected those 
and took no part, 

Q. If the great majority of political leaders were innocent, how was it 
you frequently discussed with your wife that you wanted to resign your position, 
because you did not approve of what was going on? 

A, This was the case mainly because in my interior I rejected the 
conduct of many of our superior leaders, 

Q. I see. Now, I just want you to look with me at two documents, 

This is a document the defense counsel mentioned to you in his examination 
in chief this morning, Sir, this is EEX E.C. 68, which has already been 
put in evidence before this fmmmutxxsteuxxfemtesten Commission, 

COL. NEAVE: What is the title of this document? 


MR, MARRECO; Directives on the treatment of foreign farmworkers 


of Polish Nationality. 7 / 
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BY MR, MARRECO (Continued) 

Q. This isa letter, isn't it, from the Gauamtsleiter in the effect 
that Gauamtsleiters for agriculture to Kreisbauernschaften in the Gau, and 
the defense counsel this morning mentioned one or two of the pointe in 
this document. I'll just remind you of them, Pargeraph #1 Says, 
"Fundamentally, farmworkers of Polish nationality no longer have the right 
to complain, and thus no complaints may be accepted any more by any official 
agency." And paragraph #4, "The visit of churches, regardless of faith, is 
strictly prhhi bi ted, even when there is no service in progress, Individual 
spiritual care by clergymen outside of the church is permitted." And 
Paragraph #5: "Visits to theaters, motion pictures or other cultural enter- 
tainment are strictly prohibited for farmworkers of Polish nationality," 
And #6 ~ Visits to restaurants prohibited, and $7: "Sexual intercourse 
with women and girls is strictly prohibited, and wherever it is established, 
it must be reported." And 710: "Permits to leave the village may only be 
granted in very exceptional cases..." And #12: "Every employer has the 
right to give corporal punishment toward farmworkers of Polish nationality, 
if instructions and good words fail. The employer may not be held accountable 
in any such case by an official agency." Paragraph #13, "Farmworkers of 
Polish nationality should if possible be removed from the community of the 
home, ané they can be quartered in Stables, etc. No remorse whatever should 
restrict such action," 


That document gives a pretty good picture, doesn't it, of the sort of 


life these slaves lead? 
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COM. B, 

一 一 一 一 一 一 -一 

Lesser H1017-0059 
l5 July 1916 


WAHL 


f^ 


I don't want to put it to you but 1 want to ask you only whether you 


know that, 


\ Yes, I think that is so, because of the volume of the document, 


And you are aware that the distribution, of course, deals with the 


whole of the document? 


p= 

۹ 

0 
2 
4 


thought SO. 


一 


Do you mean to imply that your testimony on the principle isn't changed 
by 

with regard to the expert officers of the staff wt the fact that you have been 
shown now 2 documents which clearly were directives in a political sense? 
| In what was shown here we have to show, in my opinion, an exception. 
On the principle the situation was as I have described it. 

¬ Have you understood from the book "Vein Kampf" thet should Hitler come 
into power he would throw his political enemies into concentration camps? 

A No, in no way: 

^ What was your view of the persons that have been shot on June 30, 1951? 

A I have dealt with the matter in detail. At that time I was horrified 
at Hitler's way to deal with those people. Later on again I tried to make 
Snouiries and all T was able to find ovt was that those people were engaged 
in making a sort of putsch/ 

6 Did vou not consider these people as political enemies of Adolf Hitler? 

not 

A The term "political enemies" could $m in my opinion be applied to those 
people because they were National Socialists too and they only disagreed on the 
وف سم‎ was to be followed, They wanted to get the power in their hands by 


way of a putsch whereas Uitler wanted to waite 


1 ۰ 7 - ک‎ ۱ ho? M eA 7 savy 
^ Vitler was already in power at that time, wasn't he? Do you mean to 5 


ER sac. 8 : ceker after 1933? 
that they wanted to push on the revolutionary reconstruction quicker after i. A 











H1017-0060 


TIL LITT‏ چس 


1 o 0 - c : Y^ ^ مم‎ : t! mi 1 جم‎ 5 to 
A T have stressed the point formerly because even betore the coming in 


۰ p 


M Y ^n بم‎ > aT 5 1 p 1 E cr 1 وو‎ 
power of itler there were certain currents in that circle of Roehm to go ior 


ward cmicklv and later on these people wanted to get more revolutionary power 
WALU UULU L ا ات‎ ALG dn ہے‎ ۱ i 


COMWTSSTONER NEAVE: I think this point has been cuite adequately 
AA d ed» 7 e ۹ 2 - » J» ei À عل‎ > AOL. ٭‎ ١ 
s 

covered, 

DR. LINK: I have no further questions. 

iy © d i ۰ ماد ے4 نے‎ 

۰ گ ہا .4 لہ ہے‎ tar ^c A ہپ حر‎ 1 ] 
COMWTSSTOVER NEAVE: Well now, will vou want this witness kept in 
ری‎ I ۳ ) Jj b 7 y ا‎ — "^" — 


0 


"T 1 
۳٦ وم وي‎ 
urni er 


azh T جس‎ tarh 53 了 س‎ 1 ea 2 
- + سر کے سب‎ T wonld everest tb 3 t Ve e stay FOT ۹ LTD bJ c WALLE pecause 

T) i ۱ ۱ | 9 ۵ك‎ ! q T (IO UL OV wu LSS سا مل 7 ؟ ہبی سا‎ , 

7 É ۰ ain ٠ 
1 ^ I As 8 4 mt * "ut nesses | Or 
le g 4 b م هر‎ ta ice of the 057511 lily ۷۷ لے‎ wad با سا نيا ی‎ 
ake un our minds as the choice of the dif 
we have to make up our minds as LO une وان‎ 


the Tribunal. 
| asa mar he excusec 
AOMUITACTONER NEAVE: Very well. The witness may be excused. 
oor ono cance 
(The commission adjourned at 1610 hoi ۳5 ( 
Z0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0- 


: ^ P IS ( ک ۔‎ V 3 
The foregoing is a true and correct transcri ipt of the testimony oi 








NIA ۸۵ ۷۷. 
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OF "TOLL TRANSCRIP OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TJEN BEFORE à COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY Hi INTERN.TIONAL ITLIT.RY TRIBUNAL 
URSUANT TO PiR.GRAFH l OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 iz.RCH 1946. 


15 July 1916 » 
COL? ISS TONE 

ite licllwraithe 

THE POLITICAL LEADERS 
(Ihe Cormtissicn convened at 1000 hours) 

KARL WAHL, a witness, took the stand an? testifiec as follows: 
Di D 00: ISSIONER: 

Q What is your nane? 

4 Karl Wahle 
Q Pleaso repeat this after nes 

I swear by God, the '"luichty and Ormiscient, that I will speak the pure 
truth oc will withhold anc add nothinge 

(The witness repeated tho oathe) / 
You nay sit 70 
ense counsel state his nane and the organization for 


^ 


DR. LINK; My nano is Link anc I an hore for the organizaticn of Poli- 


DIRECT BANE MATION 





Q The witness, Wahl, has Loon the cauleiter of Gau Schwaben in Bavariae 
He has bocn cauleiter fron 1923 until 19h45, therefore, he will be able to give 
information in detail as to matters concerned in Point 6-4 of the decision 
of the Trivunal of the 13 larch 1946 anc I intend to question hin on that 


> 


SR. MCIDIRATTH: Wilf you be nore precise and say what is the exact 
evicence that you are going to 7 

DR. LIN: I shall ask questi ns of the witness concerning the 8 
in Nuwbers one -and three, especially as to whether the organization was created 


by people joining with the intention of cormitting crimes in the three 


indicated directicns, cspecially as the witness was the highest officer in the 


su: 
2,531, 








7 "۳۳۱1۳۳ ۵۵ 


1 fol: Jee!) lechan H1017-0062 
j 
^ - LÀ > 

Gau of Schwaben, I intend to question him as to the aims, methods, purposes and 























acts committed by these organizations, He was the head officer not only before 
the coming into power of the party, but even after tho collapse of Gernanye 

YR. MCIIWRAITH: When you say these organizations, do you mean the 
Leadership Corps? 


Re LINK: I an speaking of the organization of Political Leaders, which 


+ 一 
p 
ct 


o defend and which may be subdivided as far as ny opinion is concerned 
into several groups and sub-divisionse 

MR. MCIDYRAITH: Very welle 
BY DR. LINK: 

0 ۱ Witness, you arè today 5l years old ahd your professional talent is 
mnicipal secretary. Altogether you have been a soldier for nine years and you 
joined the National Socialist Party in 7 

A YeSe 

Q In the year 1928 you became a gauleiter? 

A Yese 


Q You renained a gauleiter until the collapse of Germany? 


© In 1935 you becaxe the president of the Government, which is the 
chest authority of the state in your Gau? 

A Yo8e 

Q An I wrong if I sg that you are the oldest Gauleiter in service, or 
at least one of the oldest Gauleiters? 

A One of the oldest Gauleiters, 

Q I will stop here with the personal data, First of all, I want to ask 
you a fow questions roncerning the organization book of the NSDAP, which is well 
known to youe The prosecution has decided this organization charter is the 
official document of the NSDAP and has submitted it to the Tribunal under 
Docurent PS 893. According to your opinion and to your knowledge does one have 
to consider the organization book os the official directive for the party? 

A In the organization book one can find the whole organization nonsense 
of Dre Love 


Q Do you mean to imply by that that the organization book had gained 


no practical val. uc? 
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A It was not the official regulation book and had no practical value 


at alle It was just a theorétical document, 

Q Did the political leaders make speeches in conformity with t he 
organiz-tion book, or did they not? 

١ Notin my Gau = nevere 

Q Did rou know the organization charter in detail? 


A I did not, I never read it, I only went through ite 


"a 


How thon em you explain that this book had been edited again and 
acain and that the editions had a very large volunc? 

À One has always exaggerated with official books of the party and this 
was the case too for the organization chartere Down to the Ortsgruppenleiter 
everyone was obliged to ouy the Bedok. The nain idea was that this edition 
make a good profite 

Q If you say that you did not know this book, you mean to imply that 
the political leaders of your Gau, who were your subordinates, did not know 
the bool? 

A I may r that this organization charter was one of the least read books 
in the whole Reiche It is possible, however, that such political leaders who 


۳۳ Se ha 


were very directly connected with the party such as personal organization 

leaders did know this book. Then again there were many pictures in the book 

thot may have been the reasonfor many political leaders to glance through 

ite There were all the colors of tho fantastic uniforms as mentioned by Dre Loy. 
© What is your knowledge as to the position taken by Adolf Hitler hinself 


with regard to all these fantastic uniforms and organization inagination as 


conceived by Dre Ley? 


A If I an to conclude fron the directives I received immediately fron 


Hitler, I have to say he had to refuse strictly this organization charter. 
He was always against too much organization and he himself dispatched a menoran- 
dun to us in 1932 in which he stated his desire to have organizations kept to 


the strictest nininune 


IH. MCILNRAITH: What docs he nean by refusing the book? He said that 
Hitler refused the book, what does he mean? 


DR. LINK: It seems to me that the witness means that Adolf Hitler wanted 


as little organization as possible and he had to refute the over-organization 
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and all the dreams submitted by Dre Leye 

MR, l'OILWVRAITH: I would prefer the witness to answer ê 

THE WITNESS: In his memo in 1932, to which I referred a while ago; 
Hitler stressed the point that there should be as little organization و2‎ 16 
He did that in a sentence, which I still remember and which is as follows: 
"One should not organize what can be organized, but one should organize only 
what absolutely has to be organized," 
BY DR. LINK: 


Q What is your opinion as to the term "Hoheitstragor,"? 


co 

A Hoheitstrager is a term conceived by Dr. Ley too. In my dutios, I 
never used the term "Hoheitstrager!, and the political leaders refused these 
terns, They never felt as sovereign nen "Hoheitstragers" but as humble servants 
of the population, 

Q Do you agree with me that apart from Adolf Hitler himself, the Gau- 
Leiter, the Kreisleiter and tho Ortsgruppenleiter belongedto the category 
meant by Hoheibtragers? 

A Yese 

Q What about the blockloiters and zellenleiters? 

A It is ny own view that the blockleiter and zellenleiter were no 
Hoheitstragers,. They were only modest helpers of the Ortsgruppenleitere 

Q Do you know that there are a certain number of regulations regarding 


the fact that only down to the Ortsgruppenleiter, they are Hoheitstragers? 


A Yese 
Q But, in the organization charter later on. the blockleiters and 
zellenleiters aro written dorm as Hoheitstragers. Do you mean to say tha 


after this organization charter, there was a change in the position of the block- 
leiters and zellenleiters as for as their position as helpers of the Optsgruppen- 
leiters was concerned, or was there no change? 

A No, there had been no changce 

Q This was only then a theoretical organization regulation? 

A Yes, only a thooreti&al order by Dre Ley. 


Ls 


Q The prosecution has said that the political leaders and especially 


the blockleiters and zellenleiters were little Nazi Kingse Did the political 
2221 
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leaders of tho lower grade have any legal police authority, which could justify 
this inplication? 


A No, they had no sovereign rightse 


© 


That means neither legal or pohice authority? 

A Neither legal nor police authority. 

Q What was the nain task of the blockleiters and esl وتو ونر‎ 

A The blockleit&rs and zellenleiters were the helpers of tho ortsgruppen- 
leiters in technical questions, The main task of the zellenleitors and block- 
leiters was to collect the contributions of the nenbers of the party, to soll 
yards and to collect money for the NSD and such tasks, 

Q What were the directives the blockleiters and zellenleiters had 
received through the ortsgruppenleiter from you as to the point of having to Spy 


on the popujation and if necessary to denounce such persons who did 
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is in c 5onorcl w.y this wos the caso in tto 7 


sioncl cfficos, tco, Dut ‘ono sbculc not sce these cíficos on 
LONG secolo cs thoy voro mentioned in tho creaniz tion 


Tlicro you soo cPoct numbor of difforont oro-nizceitions, 


in roality vory ct 上 on ono tsi o persons wore in charge 


those or;cnizctions altogethor, 
0 ls it inc rroct if onc states tht the non who wero in 
the officos cf those staffs = in those profcessioncl cfficors of 


Q L will ^c into cnothcr quostion. To Prosocution ocontaics 
that tho 5115 cnc discussions cf tho Politiccl Loadors cro proved 
to 9 prt cf political eonspir-cy; which ropocted talks onc 
discussions have you ordoroc P at which csson»llos of c POUR 
charecter krve vow t.kon port’ 

i Porson-lly, I hevo crrongod talks botwoon what is callod 
tko Goucntsloitor and the Kreisiciters, یا‎ trose assonblics 0 
leaders of pert cf the crscnizetions voro prosont, toc. lurther- 
aoro, Û Lavo nalo speeches. in tho towns s woll cs in tho ntry 
cf sucsllorf.asso2l1ios, In those 28801211685: thoro was an cyon and 
froe discussion,  -;orscnolly, 1 havo ottencdod only th eetinss whi 
wore cclloc sieichsloiter Tcjungz(uootin3), and Gouloitor مسج‎ and 
Krois ond Gouleiter Taguns, but during tho lost ton yocrs there wor 
no norc discussions, 

Q “were tho chiofs of stoto cuthoritios ond cther intorostod 

horitics invit irai ccsc to caso on. accorai to the gonta; 
te teko part in tho first noned eroun of Ciscussion tbt is cis- 
cussions cf tho Stcff cfficors with the Guleitors whicl cre also 
210101100 oy tho Or5onizotions and fornations? 
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tle trois cnd Gculcite tockhnical 
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ccunsols tro Arcis cr G.uloitors? 
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"Foheitstraeger"? 

The newspaper "Hoheitstraeger" Is a work of Dr. Ley4 This paper was as‏ ا 
popular an? read as little as the Organizations Charter was read. The edition‏ 
had a large number only for the reason that there was a pressure exerted as it‏ 
was in the case with the Organizations Vharter, too.‏ 

7۶٦ MCILWRAITH: But you have not answered the question, The question was 


fom to whieh rank it an CN 


THE WITNESS: Down to the rank of Ortszrupponl.itor. H1017-0071 








BY DR. LINK: 

Q You have stated that the Hohoitstraogor had no authority for assignment: 
With regard to the SS. Do you want to go as far as to say that folitical lead- 
ers had no influence as to the working fields of the 9 

i, Yes, I wanted to say that. 

Q the establishment of concentration camps, an? thc; supplies for the men 
which ¥ ve interne’ there, were unter whose authority? 

4 say I ask that this question be repeated. I hav not understood it. 

9 “hose duty was it to establish the concentration camps, an?3 to 6 
supplies for the persons interned therein? 

A Only the SS, 

Q You mean to say that the Party itself, anid the Political Leaders had no 
part in establishing, supervising, an?» supplying the concentration camps? 

L They hat no part whatever. 

Q Had the Political Leaders a legal or actual possibility to visit the 
concentration camps, an? to make themselves familiar with the institutions 
therein? 

۸ Noe 

Q and during your capacity as Gauleiter, ^i! you have that possibility 
there? 

ii If I wanted to enter those camps I ha? to make a "emand to Himmler. 

Q How many concentration camps have you visited? 

4 ل‎ have visited one concentration camp. I have visite? one concentration 
camp and that was the concentration camp of Dachau, but that wes already in 
the years of 1936 or 1937. I ha? visited at that time the concentration camp 


of Dachau because as I may state here, I have always been a sworn enemy of all 
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camps. I have not only been a theoretical opponent but in the‏ 5763۸0ص عدہہ 
practical field I have very often 0520361 these camps. I have gone to several‏ 
superior offices with regard to that matter, and I often hac a talk with 0‏ 
about thom. At t at timo I said to "itler that I saw no reason why poiitical‏ 
opponents should be locked up behind barbed wire, and so far as my own Cau‏ 
Was concerned, I saw that there was no anger at all in letting them free, I‏ 
may stross the point that 1 was not against those camps, because I might have‏ 
had a slight thought even of crimes that were committct in the camps; because‏ 
as a simple man, as a Christian, I coulda never think that a movement which fav‏ 
so much protection to even animals, ani the young life, coul' have so barbaria:‏ 
measures taken by Barbarian Nationals,‏ 
MR <۶: 07077:77: He said "So Barbarian measures" So Barbarian as what?‏ 

THE WLTNTSS: I s.id, barbarian measures as have been brought to open light 
now in this trial. “ay I come back to my talk with Hitler. Hitler told mo that 
at that time - the first tine that he ha? heard of tho proposal of letting th 
political enemies run free, that he ^id not want to leave these damaging anc 
disturbing elements alone anl let them damage the roconstrucii^n. 

+ CLLVRAITH: When was this talk with Hitler? 

THE “ITNESS: this talk with Hitler ha^? taken place either in 1936, or 193’ 
but it might have been 1938, too, aon! he sheute? at mc, "Give mo an Island. If 
vou give me an Islan? I will put those political opponents with their cepencant 
on the +slan’, but as lone as I have no Islan’, they have to stay in ccncontra- 
tion camps," I have tric’ to sec Hitler once again with regar: to this camp, 
and one occasion was when the collecting of woollen articles in the winter of 
19l1 for the benefit of the Wehrmacht, when the result of this collection wes 
very marvellous, such a success that I worked out a very carefully established 
deman? at Hitler's office in ordcr to have the amnesty for these concentration 


camps,I have never received an answer to these Jemands which I prepared myself 


LL 


BY DR. LIM: H1017-0072 


8 Le 


with the utmeost care, 











1 


Q Have you acte3 accordingly to your ideas of not bringing political enemi 
into concentration camps? 


à Yes. I have been a Cauloiter for seventeen years, and during all these 


years I have never brought any one into a concentration camp, an? l1 hav; never 
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deprived anybody of his freedom, On the contrary I have helped a certain number 


of psople 


7 
cr 


iO gst out of the concentration camps. or out of prison, 
3 hat about your political lcaders? 

á They acted in the same way, ^.causo they were aware of my political idea: 
MR MCTLYRAITH: Have you many more questions, Dr. Link? 

Da. LIK: I have finished with about half of the questions. 

Mu. SOTLORAITU: T think wo will adjourn for ten minute 


(Recess) 


SR, MOTIWRATTS: “ill you continue with your cxamination, Doctor Link. 


"anl, what was your connection, ani in which way coi? you cooperate 
wich the 55 or the Su, or the Gestapo in the Gau? 

4 Generally it was a good relationship. However, it was unavoidable that 
there w re controversies with the Costapo, 
4 “nat co you understand by zool cooperation? 

i I attempted to get along with all authorities as far as possible. 

You mean in your official relationship? 

à I vean in my official relationship. 

Q +t have several questions to put to vou pertaining to the persecution of 
tho Jows. The Prosecution charges crimes accor‘ling to paracraph six in connec- 


tion with the basic anti-somitic attitu?^o,. shat tit you yourself, an? the 


Political Leacers of the Gau ‘mow about tho inten’:? solution of the Jewish 


4 The tarty line before the seizure of power, it spoke "ifforontly from 
the way it spoke after the seizure of power, Pefor. the seizure of power they 
said that only certain Jews would be ” moved from influential position, ani that 
no harm woul? come to the average little Jew, “hat Is the way it was represente? 
at that time, an! those w.-^e the conditions under which I joine? the rarty. 

Q "nat 70 you know about the things which happened after the ا‎ a 

power pertaining to the solution of the Jewish Froblem. "as it a problem of 
your Gau? 

à i was horrified at finding the Gestapo removing Jews from my Gau without 
first askinz me about . I frequently asked the Gestapo, ""here 34ھ‎ vou get 


the or^ors to do such a thing; what happened to these people." and they answered 
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"It was Himmler that these people were sent to the concentration camp where 


they were sorted out accorting to their profession, and + asked what happened, 


an’ they took them and said they would be employed accortingly. 


^ “ere there many Jews in your jau? 


/ 
J 


| them to have been approximately thres-thousenc, I could not 


t Jows, but in many cases 1 saw to it that in in?oivi-dual 


stop the expulsion o 
at first to be pwermitted to remain. 


0 “ould you care to explain to the Commission here now the Lan?sm2nnschaft 


orcanization of your Gau, “hat 4 want to say by that, was it rural or an urba: 


district organization? 


it was pronouncéky:a rural district, cr C 


IA. 


ith tho exception of suzsbur 


Q How wore the greater part of , Jews, in the city or in the country? 


sor part in the cities. there wore three to four 
comuunities (Gemeinten). they wre larger in numbers. 


n boycott in 1933. “hat happened at tht 


0 


۳ ا‎ e 4 - “sc Y ^ pP. t of - ln J ., 3 
nau 2 the 012 00۱1 o the 1, 


8 
ی‎ 
U 
× 
| 


Por se, the only thing which happened were periodical press notic 
to buy from the Jew. It also happened that the Nshako, which sat as Naz: 


ing not 


Commercial organization, for reasons of competition, took such executive stops 


iminate competition, that is practically ail that 


their own in order to eli: 


On tnelLlr Owl 
H1017-0074 


























haprenee Wl 


lhe Nschako ha? been 3issolvo?3 later. 


TH: Is that a estion or a statement? 


1 
~ 


TNR。 It is for the recor? as a statement. 


DOOILUTITU: Counsel will remember he is examining the witness, ant con- 


Q Witness what had happened in you Gau on the lOth an? llth of "Novomber193t 


an? 9th of November, I was not in augsburg. Unfortunately I was 


rs i 
i3 UN OT 


EY S 5 3 n3 7 4 P ^ ۱ » ١ 5 " m T- "2 3 ^ 2 , S ` + T *^ وم‎ 3 3 » 
illina sanatorium ouside. My deputy notified me immeciately. 1 was notifi ed 


to do something against the Jews. I had ordered him 


ircumstances he was to do everything in his power not to pemit 


0 


hat under all 


Gestruction or excesses, such as breaking windows an? other Isstruction of 


sourz itself, or 


مم 


i "T 7 59 a ١ ۹ دده‎ ` P es j^ ^ م ل‎ ۲ ^ ` - a 
orovorty. Nothing much happonc? to either the synagogue in aus 
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other synagogues in my district; it was the larger synagozue in my ^istrict 
which was the first one to be used again after the arrival of the Americans 


last year, In in?ivi?ual Xreises or cities, excesses are alleged to have taken 


Q Yid directives which you issued from the Sanatorium to you deputy, 4 
they correspon? with your basic attitude toward tho Jewish problem? 
this attitude corresponded with my basic attitude, and the Jewish probl 
if it woul’ have gone the way I wante it to, up until today not a hair would 


H1017-0075 


95 ما : یر ےر‎ i} ھی ۔ نپ ا‎ P EI d d `~ 
have been touched on the head of any Jew in my Cau. TIT 
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15 July 19l6-DMR-1 

MR. MIRRECO: This question and answer seem to be largely personal. 
This witness is call d to speak for all the 03111215135 of Germany, anc in 
1938 excesses were very widcspread throughout Germany, am the task of 
this witness is to explain this excess and not to say what actually happened 
in ono small Gau, 


IR. MeILUR..ITH: How many Political leaders were there in your Gau? 


THE WITNESS: Approximately between twelve and fifteen thousand 




















NRE RS "۳۳۳۱۵۷ 
MR. 11183311011: Of Political Leaders? H1017-0076 
THE WITNESS: Yes, those who were actually Political Leaders were 


all subordinate Kreisloiters and other people who hac their labor fw ۵ 
and so on, the appointed political lieterse. 

MRe McID'RAITH: In his Gau between twelve and fifteen thousand, is 
th^t so? 

DR. LINK: May I ask a question pertaining to this? 

MRe McID;R..ITHs: Yese 
BY DR. LINK: 

۹ Do you know, Mr, Wahl, there were forty-two Gaus in Germany? 

i. Yes, I know that, 

Do yom know that the Prosecution accounts for about six-huncred‏ و 
thousand individuals for the Hoheitstraceer, including the Blockloiter,‏ 
end Zellenmleiter, the staff of the Kreis and Gauleiters, and the Reichslevel?‏ 

Í Yos. 

4 “Do you ever think about the fact that this figure may be much too 
small, because in twenty five years, from 1920 to 1945, the functionaries 
in the offices وسو لوق‎ changed two or three 40 

m و10‎ 

0 Would you make a statement to this effect; that on the basis of 
figuring the political leiters, from Block to Gauleiter, including their 
staffs, ono would calculate a figure of about forty-thousand, who are 
charged by the prosccutione 

۴ If that includes all those whom I have referred to up to now as 


aids, that is, the Block and Zellenleiters, one would rcach a higher figure. 
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15 July با19‎ 6-0-2 
G Do you know anything sbcut whether the action in 1938 was organi- 


zcd for thopolitical leiters, and executed by them in a unified manncr? 
i — (Answering in Gorman). 

MR, McID: RAITH: When this witness makes a long answer like this, 
half of it must be Lost in the translation. (Discussion ensued about 
such translaticn)e Will you translate what I have said to counsel, and 
perhaps he can stop these long answers, and you may translate what he 
has saide 

TUE WITNESS: Unfortunately, 7 was outspoken. 1 was cut of towne 
Howoverg when I returned later I was interested in finding cut just exactly 
wht had happened, and I had attempted in every way tc clarify tho situations 
Tho only thing I could find out after those wocks was that there was nc 
central direction, no focal point, and that those actions were undertaken 
by individuals in the individual cities; by individual actions you will 
find there are always excess elements who do such 1 e 
BY DR. LINĘ: 

Q Heve you found whether in the lesser excesses which you stated 
before tock place in smaller cities where political leiters were involv ed? 


n Individual ones have participated. It was very much iaixode Here 


it was Si, there SS and somcwhere else others again, and it was very much 


Q Do you know any subordinate political leiters who had 2 0 
Jewish property, or anything of that sort, ond had derived this fromthe 
expulsion of the Jews? 

m I have rejected enriching myself. I know of several ones who had 
ade an attempt to enrich themselves in this way. Jt have always rejected 
to enrich myself on Jewish property, and I know of only nne case where 
a mn without my authorization has done so, and he has agquired 2 dewish 
housce 

" I was referring to political leiters, whether any German Net 5 


` 


had acquired Jewish property? 


--— 


I am not in any other way intcrcstcd, 


۴ I am only referring to political loitcrs. 
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Later charged with confiscation or securing of Jewish property? 

de Noe 
3 Can you tell us whether the political leiters of your Gau wh: 
always reported to you, approved of y-ur attitude towards the Jowish 
problem, or whether they have followed ycur directives? 

is On those questicns the political leiters had approved my atti- 
tude essentially; 

0 I have a few questicns pertaining to the persceution of the 
church. The prosecution charges the political leitors also with participat- 
ion in the conspiracy which is allegec to herve been executcd, or planned 
in your human actions for reasons against ministers, or pricsts of the 
orcer of the church. Were you aware of any directives, and any authority 
which Circeted or ordérod them, cr little specches which were 03 ۶ 
m I only know of directives emanating fromBrrmanne 
2 Wheat dic they 5 
m I was not particularly inbercstcd in these orders of 3ormann's, 


sc I have not followed any ofthese circectives. 


2351 








a5 uty = e 1 = Book ۳ 











انا 


H1017-0079 

Q why not? 

A I did not have the impression that this was the attitude of oithor 
Hitlor or the party. sathor dic I fool that Dormany, even 5oforo ontorin;; 
tho party, had that attitude and now that ho was in a position ofpowor ho 
to Dring his views into proctico, 

)  Vithin your area were there excesses for religious measures? 

2“ Nover, noe 

Q I must 20625211 to you tho action of tho 10 Rultusministor, 
Adolph Vazner, which was directod against the crucifix in tho schools, onc 
you as cauloiter were Jealing with that primarily? 

i» Since Adolph Wagnor was not only gauleiter but also Kultusninistor 
of Bavaria, ho in his capacity of Kultusminister issucd this directive also 
diroctly to the londrato, hon I hoard of it, as far as possible I stopped 
ovcrythin:*e 

9 In your gau was thoro reli „ous freedom of worship and was it possi 
to have political anc rolizious functions ? 

A | In every rospoct, 

4 , Did the political leaders impede church activities? 

A Moe 

J| Were you yourself or wore political leaders known to you askoc to 
resign from the Church or did you yourself ask for such rosijnations from 
su. ordinate »olitical 71 

A | l.hac the impression that ..rmonn at the end had a big 1 
position in tho party and liked to soo resignations from the Church, but 1 


mysclf did not resign nor did I ask any ono subordinate to mo to resim fron 


یج 


You are not God Believing? 


A No, I om a Protestant. 
Q What was your relation wi* the Kultusminister in your Gau, cid 


you have the Hish Catholic Minist: im your cau, and how was it in seneral? 


A My relationship with Loth confessions wes a very good ono and m y 


ida ا‎ 


I prove that by telling that when the Americans arrived, tho Catholic Dis! 


in my gau capital had given mo a place of residence in the Bishop's 110115 و‎ 


Can you zivo us any other example that you did not follow tho 


directive of Bormann or other authoritios in the ۶ 
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A Yos, I can cive a typical ox^iplo,. hon I went to Bormann at the 
tinc when he invented and executed his so-called monastery property order 
ho also sont an emissary to no so that I could execute the transfer of tho 


monastery in my gau with the party. I asked tho representative of Bormann 


a 





who ealled on me personally whether they had lost their minds compl&ely 


vo execute such a method, particulari, now when a heavy combat ra; 


^ 
心 一 


wide خر‎ 


irontse The Bormann representative said to mos As you know my Chief, that 
uppens to bo his hobby, and all I can advise you to do is to exocute this 


rore io said to execute the order 23035118 وت‎ according to his 1020171 0010 و‎ 


مف سد مہ 


Jormann will no loncor have a Gauleiter accordins to what good thoy have done 


سم 


"T 


‘ EL ۵4 TEES ۷ ۱ 1 LA. ota راسك‎ LEE کال بر یں کاو نت‎ dO we 1 

A21 no DAST put only GS to now tioy vO 0122001100 tnis order IrL نا‎ 0 Cnurc he 
Cm, Amas ES E de 

^ WU YOu CLLCL L با‎ 条 


A I have explained to hin that persomally all tho joy is veins taken 


J. 


ats | Ad Ts 4 — ہے‎ YA Ss is "^*^ سیت‎ "a : x» ] A a ونين‎ 20 
ouv 01 THIS Works anc thon after several weeks a deputy called on mo acain 


enc 251535 mo how far I was in this action.  Sovoral things had hapbponod at 


1 


- m» کے ہم ج‎ sta? ` 5 ده : ہلاگ ا 5 *" * > و‎ re ۱ -— ^ ar 1 2 ^ 2 ^71 4 4 -* a ہہ‎ A. 
SMOUV-ou2oringc gaus out nothing hac happened in mine. While I was still 


oninkin; over how to sot out of this Gilenma pertaining to this order, sudden] 


I. 5 "T 5 ہم مك‎ - NS I m Ivep US 4-5 Ta مگ سل سم‎ > ۱ S 4 qep T. ~ s 1 
«oro was c telephone order by Hitler that this action was to be stopped. 


Q How many foreign labcrers woro thore in your gaus according to your 


Detween forty and fifty thousand.‏ اله 


c 


4S you said that the sau Se'srabven was primarily on agricultural ono, 


vot» 


10 fou aprco with me tha$ nost of thoso people were workin on farms? 


what do you know about tho mistreatment, beatings, insults, and so 
on which these pooplo from tho Hast - soupwhere else woro exposed i? 


A I know nothine of anyt inj vir 


6 ده ها 


what do you moon vy G و‎ GO you mean hundreds of complaints? 


4 That in ono or the other comps or factories it may have beon tint tho 


the food was not as GTO as it might have been desired, or that tho: 


Welt 


188 a coertoin lack of certain hings there and the Situation was put richt 


"»— P Ie ٦ ٦ , 
^591ne ihat is what I meante 


Q In your capacity as gauloitor, cid you have an opportunity to convi: 


FaFa 
1 - V لا یا ل ناه‎ 


711675710 4 عوم - یں وج جح‎ . inane ہہ‎ s )o 3 
yoursclf personally how these ton thousands of foreign workors wore sholtorod 
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thon was tho Deputy 


Reich Food Estato, 


ome to mo from time to time and they were directed to 


. if they couldn't put a stop to them 


wo doputios, ono of 


the other was the Doputy of tho 
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Yos, for this task I had 


A 
dà 


of the Labor Front and 


These poople would 


em 
با‎ 


put stop to all bac situations, c 


to report thom to nce 


4 Did you rocoive any reports to any creat extent pertaining to the 


mistreatment of Polos and foreign laborors? 


ہم 


iroctivos which wore issuod putting 


lish nationality? 


Q Aro you acquaintod with tho 


a special restriction on workers 


do know those directivos, 


n 

Q iow avout it? 

A I considered that these directives were completely superfluous 
because every gauleiter or any outside official knew how to behave toward a 
humen being whether they were Gormans or any) ody 6 

Q You obviously are thinkin: of another directive. I an not referri: 
to a circular which sumnarizes all of tho directives pertaining to the 
treatnent of tho foreign laborers, Lut I on roforrin, to a directive 


introcuced by tho Prosecution avout two weeks 450, addressed to the Grobe 
anvholinde???? according to which Polish workors wore to be 1560 
pertaining to matters of church, visits, use of bicyeles and the curfew and 
so forth, 

A 4 beg your pardon, my orror, I mean the circular pertaining to the 
basic principle of troatment, I ¿© ot know the last named directive, 

Q In your sau were the apric .:uraoal workers of Polish Nationality 


troated any different from any other forcim workers? 


ite 


that foreign workers employed by tho 


(t ay 
«ه‎ vw 


aT ^ مہ‎ 


way the German agricultural ompLloyoos wer 


kind is tho Schwaben farmor will alsc 


procuction and if his work is as sood . 


d have received the same treatmont and 
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A They were treated equally 
Q Do you agree with me if 7 


Landrato???? were troated the same 


treated? 
& Yes, and.whoever knows how 
know he will judge a person by his 


با 


as that of tho German workers ho we 


ex 
E 


are food as tho Gorran rocoivoc, 
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۹ Dut how is it that this ..i.ctivo was issued from tho superior 
cuthoritios with roforonco to tho treatment of the Poles ond yot you tell us 
that tho Polos were not treated my .ifforontly from the Germans? 
à I can onlysay it was bocauso of tho stupidity of the pooplo who 

issuc’ the ordor,. I Xnow of no other reasons, That was a special caso 
دنہ‎ it was pertinent tc *- 70 

Q Do you wont to say by that that tho Reich rood Agent onc the Reich 
Commissar association who were tho ones who really contacted the pooplo 
not actually put that into practice’ 


۹ 


4 The people who actually 0012526500 us were warkin;; on tho farns 
and were much too roasonablo to oxocuto such things, that was tho so-callod 


conference tables 


1 L now turn to my noxt points That the gau and its political leadors 


are charged with mistreatment of cnomy fliors who made emorroncy landings 


LC © 
first submit that you were aequ ^ sed with the pertinent directives 
cnenatin; from Bormann, Hinmler and Goebbels? 


a 


A tos, 1 do know the Jiroctivos of tho two non-soldiors, Dormann ani 
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What does ho xoan? Was 006556158 a solcicr thon?‏ تح .مہ 

INTERPRETER: The two nonesoldiers, Bormann and Goebbelse 

Re MCILIRAITH: Docs he count Hinriler as a soldier? 

WITNESS: 

A Tt was an error of specche I neant Bormann and Goebbels but Hinnlcr 
was act the sane type of soldier whi " I am thinking of e 

‘Re MCIUMRAITH: Is he saying .° did know the directives of Boman anc 
Gocb:ols and did not know the diroctiv.s of Himmler? Ask tho witnosse I d 
not want couhscl to 3 ۵ 

INTERPRETER: Counsel said "do you know tho Bornan and Goobbols 
directives?" and he said tyes", and ho asked him with reference to Himmler and 
he said: "Yes, he was acquainted with all three of then." 

BY DR. LINK: 

Q Did you receive these directives in your capacity as gauleitor or as 
the Reich Defense Kommissar? 

A In ny capacity as the President for the Reich Defense Kommis sare 
The directives from Bormann I received in my capacity as gaulciter anc. the 
directives fron Himmler and Goebbels I received as Reich Defense Loimissore 

) And what did you do in order to publish these directives to your 
subordinates and to soe to their execution? 

A I did neither transfer nor cutethese orderse 

Q Why not? 

A I was in the military service in the last World war and I had to 
reason to know and to ascertain the knightliness of the soldicre From this 
knichtliness point of view I have not issued nor transferred this order, 

DR. PCIDIRAITH: Will you please tell me what it was you refused to do? 
You rofuscd to obey these orders? What were the orders you refused to obey? 

WITNESS ٤ 

À Thoorder of Bormann which came to the party. 

MR. UCIDLIRAITH: But what was the order? That is what I want to get on 
the recorde 

WITNESS s 


^ 


A As I recall it, I can't give the exact wording but it was that people 


who participated in lynching of fliers were not to be punishede 
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BY DRe LINK: 

Q Did the political leaders in your gau, perhaps without your knowledge 
or your directives, participate in lynchings? 

A Ido not know of any caso cf mistreatment or even the killing of an 
enemy aviatore 

Q How do you explain that? How do you explain the fact that the 
political leaders, taking into consideration at that time the great cmotion 
of the population, did not participate? 

A Because that essentially did not correspond to the decency of these 
peoples Of course, there are always single individuals and I adnit that after 
this directive of Bormann had been published, there were always some single case 

Q Is it correct that there would have been ample opportunity for mistros 
rent of enemy aviators because Scnwe was heavily attacked, is that correct? 

A There were plenty of cppor: .itiese I can tell of quite a few cases 
where the political leaders put flicrs who had made emergency landings into 
vehicles and as quickly as possible tly transferred thon into captivitye 
For my personal attitude I wmt to say that on Christmas of 1912-1913, when 
the first enemy parachutists and aviators were at the Schwaben hospital I 
visited then in the hospital and I gave them the sane gifts as I gave to tho 
German wounded, 

Q I come to the end now, I only want to put one question which seems to 
be important to mee From 1928 to 19h:, that is to say, eighteen years, you 
were a gauleiter and you have testified before the Commission that you have 
taken a position opposing that of the official leadership concerning the Jewish 
problem in concentration camps, the church struggle and the lynch justice. 

You have declared that at tines you have attempted to put over the opposing 
point of view by conferences with Hitler and in other wayse You were not 
successful, but nevertheless you rem '..d a gauleiter until tho laste ‘Would 
you explain to tho court if it would not have been your duty if you do resent 
all of these concepts to resign from this office and put down your conscience 
and that perhaps the Third Reich would have collapsed a bit sooner? 

A I know it is very difficult to give an answer here which corresponds 


to everything but I want to say this: My gau was one of the smallest of the 


Reich. For twenty-four years I was politically active in one gau and one city. 
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In that twenty-four years the population of this gau which was also thoroughly 
decent and clean had befome close to my heart, If I would have resigned frcr 
my office Bormann would have enjoyed thate He really would have liked that, 
and the conseqence would have been that another galeiter would have been 
appointed, a gauleiter by the grace of Borgann, and based on tho experience 

of the last few years I would have done many things differently and many thincs 
would have been handled in another waye I several times intended to resign 
after discussing that within the circle of my friends and family, but by the 
population I was asked again and again to remain at any price. If I had 
resigned it wouldn't have had any inf luence on the great decision myway, 
because my gau was nuch too smalle 

Q Have you done everything within your view and from your opposing point 
of view you fcund wrong to allcviatc 1Q to ease? 

À In the seventeen years of .. activity I have always tried to alleviat 
any wronge I only felt myself responsible for my area of work and for nothin: 
و0180‎ May I state in connection with that, that the Catholic Bishop, and I 7 
a Protestant, has declared to my daughter as late as May of this year, that 
he is always willing to testify before the Court to my good character and to 
testify in my casce My great miscry and faultis that in my youth and sincerity 
I have scen something in the Nazi movement which in reality did not existe 

Q And this is my last question. Was there any possibility for you 
to contact Adolf Hitler himself and t^ .x with hin? 

A Before 1937 that was possible once in a while, yos. Since 12939 I 
have triod three times soriously to emtact Hitler, and not only did I use the 
telephone but I have attempted to exploit all possibilities to talk with Hitler. 
I was not successful even once and then I have tried to take another road, anc 
this is too an example of Bormann!s activities. Just at the time when I had ry 
an application for a conference with  ';ler, it happened that the Fuchrer had 
ordered a mecting and by a coincidence I sat in the same bunker where Hitler © 
his dinnere Every time I attempted to talk authoritatively, being separate” 
by only a few meters from Hitler, Bormann suddenly stepped between us and 
asked what I wanted. I said that I foit that this was an occasion to discuss 
the matter with Hitler, and he said, well the matter you want to discuss with 


Hitler is finished already, 
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Q Finished how? In what sense? That the audience was granted? 

A He had given pe the information that it was inpossible to have a 
conference with Hitler, and that as far as he was concerned that finished the 
mattore 

DR. LINK: That finishes my questions, 
iRe DOILuURAITH: Have you any questions,lir, Marreco? 

ME. IfARRECO: It is ten to ono now and I don't want to tie myself م0‎ 

IR. POILJIRAITH: You can star ^nd we wkll stop at one 000 

CROSS EXALFINATION 
BY MR, LLARRECOs 
Q Are you here to give evidence for the NSDAP administration throughout 
Germany ar are you here to only justify your own behavior with regard to the 
Gau Sehwaben vhich you yourself paid was one of the smallest in the Reich? 

A I have come here to defend the honor of the political leaders all 
over the Reiche Of course, mainly I can talk about the things which I 
experienced in my own € ale 

Q It is not possible, is it, to distinguish between the 600,000 odd 
political leaders throughout the Reich and the policy of the National Socialist 
Party? 

à I should like to say that outcf the 600,000 political leaders ninety 
per cent were surely all right, 

Q But come now, witness, the -litical leadership and the party were 
and the same thing, wasn't the political leadership the instrument by which th 
Nazi Policy was made manifest? 

A It was supposed to put it into execution. 
But it is not possible tode end the political leaders and at the 
same time condemn the party? 

A No, but I have the impression that the top political leadership was t 


abuse the good political leaders. 


" 


If I understood the senso of the long statement you made just now 
it was this: You told the Comissioner that you often thought of resigning and 
you frequently discussed a possible resignation with your family, but as you 
were the gauleiter cf one of the smallest gaus in Gormany and it was a healthy 


agricultural gau with no great problems of its own, you decided no purpose woul. 


be served by your resignation, and so ycu.decided to remain in office, is that 
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right? 

A Yes, because I felt only responsibility for my sovereignty areae 
Renenber we did not dare ask questions concerning the Reich Policye 

Q Doesn't that mean that when you considered the fact of your rosignaticr 
with your family and as you looked around you, you saw a lot to criticize and 
condemn in the other gaus? 

A. Yes, that is correct. I saw that in my neighboring gaue 

MR. MCIUURAITH: We will adjourn now until two otclock. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1300 hours) 
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KARL WAHL == Continued 
CROSS BXALMIMATICON == Resuned 


(The Commission reconvened at 1h50 hours) 


The Corps of Political Leaders. 


00121102 OGR: 


Lt. Cole Ae ili. Se Neave 


COL. NEAVE: First of all I apologize for the delay, but the 


f —,) 5 


Gonnissioner who was due to sit here has not arrived. I'll, therefore, 


continue with tho hearing of this witness mysclf. Is he outsice? 
Re LINK: Yes, he 35 3 6 
COL. NWiiVE: How far have you got? 
HR. MARRECO: I'm cross examining this witness, sir, anc I shall be 
about ten or fiftcen minutes. 
COL. NEAVE: Will you continuc? 
CROSS لت‎ 1111011 RESVLED 


BY iR. DLARRGCO: 


سے6 


Witness, before thc adjournnont I was asking you about tho 
conversation which you had with your vifo on the question of vacther or not 
you should resign your position as Gauicitcr, Isn't the implication to be 


~ 


dram fron that conversation this -- that you wore ashaned of what other 


Gaulciters were doing, and that oll around you saw thin's go in: on which you 


disapproved and wanted to disassociate yoursclf fron? 


4 LCS e 

Q That is truc, isn't it? 

m Yes, that is truc. 

Q Your little Gau oi Schosabon was bordered on tho North by the great 


Gau of Franconia where Streicher was Gauloitcr, wasn't it? 

i I want to s tress tho point that tho Gau of Schosabon was not nuch 
smaller than the Gau of Franconia. <All tho Bavarian Gaus are very small as 
arc nost of the Gaus in that district. 

Q Doesn't natter of the sizce Was not your Gau bordered on the North 


by the Gau of Streicher? 
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rN Yos, 
Q ind you know of the sort of thing that wos going on in Franconia? 


You know about Stroichor's Jew baiting and of the filth Streicher was rising 
in his Sturner? 

i know of those things, and I always re jectcd that foolishness of 
Streicher, inwardly and outwardly. 

Q And when you discussed these things with your wifc, it was fron 
actions of which you know Streicher was : uilty of that you wished to dis- 
associato yourself? 
ھ4‎ YCSe 

Q Toll thon that being so, how can you 0 hore and rivo 0 
boforo this Cormission in defense of All Gaulciters and Party adminis tration 
throuzhout Gcrnany? Isn't it truc to say that the evidence you gave this 
norninr is a personal justification and we should take it as such and no more 

A I want to strosstho point that it's not iy task and not uy vish hor 
to justify all tho Gaus. In tho Gauleitors there wore maniacs and blood 
thirsty fools as cveryvhere clsce 

8 Well, witness, I just want to be clear == what the effect of your 
evidence is because as I understood you 0 here today to give cvidence to 
robuto the prosecution's asscrtions that the Party administration == that the 
Party policy as it was given evidence throurh tho Political Leadership, was 
a criminal once 

1 I have not comc here in ordor to defend the National Socialist 
regine, which has gone away without glory and has cone a lot of bad ۰ 
I have cone here only to restore the honor of tho groat nany political lcadcrs 
who wore decont fellows and who have no part in the punishable deeds that havc 
been conuittod by ۰ 

Q Witness, I'n not 40 that thoro nay have been political leaders 
who werc innocent ncn, but did not you 0 with me before tho adjournncnt 
that it is quito impossible to distinguish between the policy of the Party anc 


the politicel leadership which was the instrunent by which that policy was ma” 


A lay I in short explain that, I only wish to stress tho point that 
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there have been bad and good Gauleiters and, of coursc, the bad Gaulci ters 
vantod to cxerciso thcir plan in their crm Gaus, and there were creatures who 
were quito willing to cxercise thosc plans, but I must stross again that the 
croat majority of the political leaders rejected those and took no parte 

Q If tho great najority of political loaders were innocent, how was it 
you froquontly discusscd with your wifo that you wanted to resign your 
position, because you did not approve of vhat was going on? 

人 This was the case mainly because inwardly I rejected the conduet of 
nany of our superior leaders e 

Q I sco. Now, I just want you to look with no at two docunonts, T 
is a docunont the defense counsel mentioned to you in his examination in 302 
this norninz. Sir, this is 5.0٠. 68, which has already beon put in evidence 
before this Connission, 

COL. NAVE: What is the title of this docuncnt? 

IR. MARRECO: Directives on tho treatuont of 07 forrworkors of 
Polish Nationality. 
BY HR. JIARRECO (Continued) 

2 This is a letter, isn't it, from tho Gauantsloitor in tho offcct 
that Gaumitsloitors for acriculture to Kroisbouocrnschafton in tho Gau, and the 
defense counscl this morning nontionod ono or two of tho points in this docunc 
I'll just remind you of thon. aracraph P says, "Fundanontally; farnworkor: 
of Polish nationality no lonrer have the right to complain, and thus no 
complaints nay be accepted any more by any official agency." «nd paragraph 7 
"The visit of churches و‎ rorardless of faith, is strictly prohibitcc, oven when 
there is no service in prorress. Individual spiritual care by clerryne 
outside of tho church is permitted." And Paracraph #5: "Visits to theatcrs, 
notion pictures or other cultural ontertainnent are strictly prohibited for 
farmworkers of Polish nationality." And #6 = Visits to restaurants prohibitc و‎ 
and #7: "Sexual intercourse with women and sirls is strictly prohibited, and 
wherever it is ostablishod, it must be reported." ind #10: "Porrits to 6 
the villase nay only bo rranted in very oxcoptional cascs,..,." And 712: Ever; 


employer has tho richt to rive corporal punishment toward farmworkers of Polist 


nationality, if instructions and sood words fail. The cmployer may not be he 
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accountable in any such caso by an official agency." Pararcraph #13, '"Farn- 
workers of Polish nationality should if possible be removed fron the connunit; 
of the home, and thcy can be quartered in stables, ctc, No remorse whatever 
should restrict such action." 

That document rivos a pretty rood picturo, docsn't it, of tno sort cf lif 
thesc slaves lod? 

人 It is a very sad picture that is civen herc, and that is onc of th 
reasons why I wanted to got away from many things e 

Q That docunont was distributod, was it not, to the Kroishaucrnschaftc 
who were tho innocent experts attached to Kreisstadt who you say knew nothing 
about what was coinr on at all? 

i. This docuncnt is confined only to tho Gau Baden but I an quite aware 
that therc may have been some Krcisleiters who hac knowlecdee of these document. 
and oxocutod the orders, but I am quito convinced that the majority of the 
ornployoos and experts who worked on those things lauched over those docuncnts. 

9 Witness, I am not suggesting that these conditions neccessarily canc 
in your Gov, thouch I don't sce how, observin:; that Karlsruhe is only 150 
kiloncters fron Ehren you couldn't be aware of these conditions. I an not 
surcosting that this neccessarily vont on around in your Gau, but I an 
succcsting that this situation was widespread throughout G rr2onye 

7 I regret to say that ono Gau was very stron:ly separated from cach 
other, and the doors between those Gaus werc nuch nore defined than even before 
when thoro were hundreds of KingecomSeee 

Q But you aro giving your evidence horc, witness, for the Gaus in 
which these thins wnt cn, as wcll as for tho Gaus in which they didn't. 
Will you agree with no that it was the duty, it was thc clcar duty, of any 


decent Kroisschaftonfuchror when ho got this order to resign his position? 


Ís At least, ho should have immediately protested arainst this 
Q 0upht not he have done nore than protest arainst a situation which 


ordered conditions of puro slavory for these workers? 
is Such experts as were foniliar with agriculture on the ficld should, 
of course, if thcir protest had not had any effect, have 0 furthor in their 


personal standing opinion, 
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Q You told us this mornins, and other witnesses have told us as voll, 
that these so-called experts, outer circles of cxpcrts, were not inforricd ۵ 
these thin:s, know nothing نه کت‎ are you still telling us that this 
circle of experts were nct faniliar with thocotails of the policy toward slav 
labor, and ۸ 


A Well, it is clcar that even in those outer circles there have been 


rien who have acted diffcrently. 
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Qe You are not answering my question. You see, witness, the prosecution 
doesn't dispute that there were a handful of men who acted as any decent man 
could be expected to act in these circumstanc.s, My question is =æ are you 
still telling us in view of the document that I put to you, that the outer 
circle of the Gau and Kreis staff did not know what the policy, anc the 
treatment of slave labor was? 

^. As far as I have seen, this document emanated from tho Roichslohrstaó 
the Reichs Food Supply Office, This office is an expert of thcAmt,. I can onl 
find one explanation, that is, that the director of this Amt knew his Gua- 
leiter pretty well and in order to please him he printed this document and 


had it sent to the Kreislciter, 


ar 


lt doesn't really matter where it came from, the document speaks for‏ وا 
in all its brutality. ‘hat is important is the distributicn4, It went‏ 155522 
to every Kreisbauernschaften in tho Gau and they all knew what thc rolicy of‏ 
that Gau at least was toward slave labore‏ 

May I stress the point again that most of these leaders of Kreise‏ هذه 
bauernschaftens who received these circular letters.were experts and peasants‏ 
to whom it would have been quite impossible to see to the exccution, an2 to‏ 
even conceive the execution of such a stupid measure and the announcement‏ 
contained in the letters.‏ 

Qe ‘Witness, we have had one of them herc before this Commission. Did 
you know the Kreisbauernschaften Johann Acam Mohr? 

Aie He was not a Kreisbauernschaftene He was Landesbauernschaft of Maine 
Franken, 

Qe He would have seen that document, would he not? 

^e That is not quite sure, He might have seen it; in the other Gaus 
nobody knew of ite 

Q Well, Mohr is pretty typical of the kin? of man that Kreise 
bauernschaften weree Mohr is an intelligent farmer. He is not just an 
ignorant peasante 
^e Mohr was a Gau peasand leader of Main-Franken and at tho samo time a 


practical farmer and lead of the Gaubauernschaften, He was in this capacity 
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in Main-Franken as the man who has sent out this document was for Daden, 

i. But was such a man with a great measure of leadership, expected of 
such a man? 

Mohr would never have sent out such a document. He was a reasonable,‏ اذه 
practical man, and if you will pormit me to say so the man who wrote that‏ 
dneument was crazye It is inconceivable that a man who hac practical‏ 
experience could expect that document to be obeyec.‏ 

Qe You said this morning that these cocuments were sent out, but in 
fact never obeyed. Isn't that pure nonsense? Are you going to tell this 
Commission that there are plenty of farmers in the country who wuld jump 
at the opportunity to inflict a corporal punishment on the people if their 
covornmont gave them a blank check to do so? 

There may have been sone cases of course, but I must say that the‏ وار 
ercat mass of peasants reacts quite differently. I came from a Gau which is‏ 
fundamentally agricultural, and there are more peasants than anything else,‏ 
and I know that the peasant cstimates his laborer whether ho is a foreigner‏ 
of not, and a good Jaborer is well treated, well fed, and is not sont to the‏ 
stable to sleep. But I repeat there may have been some exceptions e‏ 
Qe You see, witness, just because they gave them a blank check to flog‏ 
their laborers 5nd to make them sleep in stables == the political leaders‏ 
regarded them as criminalse‏ 

Now, just look at the secon’ documents This is Yocument D4.-8844. 

Also already in evidence before the Commission. It is a letter from the 
Gaustabsamtsleiter of Baden/Elsass dated 1944, and entitled "Employment of 

t : 
oreign Nationals." This is a document, witness, which lays down the action 
to be taken when foreign female laborers become prepnante Just look on at 
nage two: "Should foreign female women have been induced to sexual inter- 
course by the German man (for instance by taking advantage of a condition of 
dependency), she will be taken temporarily into protective custody anc then 
sent to another place of worke In other casos, the foreign female worker will 


be sent to a concentration camp for womon." 


anc then look over on that page سه‎ when these women have their children 
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their chil?3?ren are to be taken away, anc if investigations show that the 
pregnancy be racially satisfactory and hercditarily healthy, they will go to 
homes for foreign children, to be looked after by the National Socialist 


EB 


“elfaro Organization and will be 1۵02600 after by families; anc in the negative 


cases tho children will bo lodged in forcign childrens nursericse 

imc now, look at the distribution of this document. To the Gauobman of 
the German Labor Front, Gcu “ropaganda Chief, Gau Press Uffico Chief, Gauamse 
Leiter of the Bureau of Racial Policy, National Health, the Poasantry, 
National Welfare, Questions of Roco, to the Gau women's Leadership to the Gau 
Labor Office, Baden/ Alsace, Kroisloitors, Kreisobmann of the German Labor 
Front, Kreis Peasant Lenders, ond so one 

You sec, are they not just those poople you told us didn't know anys 

e. I may stress the point that just because of this Cistribution it is 


quite clear that the man who edited this document, Gnustnsamtsleitcr of 


Strassburg, quite incicentally tho samo who has edited the other document, thi 
mon wanted to. give himself unheard of inéredible importance, and thot it is 
mere nonsense to send these papers to people who had in reality nothing to 
Co with these mattcrse 

Well, look over at pace mw 和 = turn over to page four =e four pages, until 
you set the letter from the Kroisloitor of Villigen. You sce it? 

die ا٥‎ 
ہا“‎ You say that he was distributing these letters to people who were 
taking no action on ite  Justlook here what Haller says. The exact statement 
on the cases of pregnant women already occurred is n> longer possible, becnuse 
these cases were not registered with any authority, as I found out until now 
there wero exactly twenty=two prognoncios, of which four abortions uro said to 
have boon carried out, whereby two of thc women dicd. Of tho remaining sovene 
toon births, five wor. still-birth. Tho NSV did not care for these cases. 

Ij. 


at was really murder, wasn't it? 


ie May I state, on thoprinciple of tho thing that that sort of rorula- 


tion I loathe an^? I have always loathed as much as the Tribunal 0 
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Qe You knew then that this osrt of thing Was going on in somo Gaus? 

A. I hał no knowledge of that much nonsense. That there was so much of 
it I would not have belicvede 

Qe I am not suggesting for a moment that this sort of thing went on in 
the Gau Schwaben, nor that this document I put to you came from the Gau 
Baden-Elsass, hat I am suggesting is that this thing was widespread and in 
a large proportion of the forty-two Gaus in Germany. 

^e I deem it partially possible, but not to that extent, 

MR. MARRECO: No further questions; 

THE COMMISSIONER: Col Orlov? 
BY COLONEL ORLOV: 


Qe Have you studied the book, "Mein Kampf" very thoroughly? You have 


۳ 
uncerstood, have you not, that Hitler was about to execute everything that he 
hac written in that book? 

Ae Not everythings; all of it was not quite clear. 

«4 You have stated this morning, have you not, that you hac a talk with 
Hitler concerning treatment of political enemies? 

iie Yes, 

“e This talk took place in the years of 1936 or 1937? 

Ae  . 

Qe And you thought, didn't you, that Hitler might let the political 


f 2 


enemies go free and set out of concentration camps, didn't you? 
^. Did you refer to the implication that he would leave them go out of 
the concentration camps if he hac an island? 
“e You have saic, have you not, that you asked Hitler to free all 
political enemics which he kept prisoner in Gau Schwaben? 
o YlOSe 
* Have you forgotten what the samo Hitler did to his political enemies 
in the summer of 1934? 


I have always docply regretted what Hitler then did to his political‏ مہ 


enomicse 
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Qe It is not a question here of whether you regretted it or not, but 
it is a fact that you are well aware of tho very short way Hitler used to 


treat his political enemies, ho treated them in a very short manner, dicn't 


he I was aware of the fact that he locked them up in concentration 


camps, but that there have been moro than that I have only heard to my 


deepest regret in this Tribunnle 
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ye then you hac no knowledge that many political cnendes cf Hitler were 
Qur(Gorod in the year 1934 ? 
ie No, I nave no knowlecge of that. I shcule nct «even have thought of suc. 
a thin-, because the cuter signs which we have seen »vintec to somethin., quit 
“iffcrent. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Is thc witness saying that any of the .olitical opp 
B 
nents .f Hitler were killed in 1934 ? Is that was he is saying 7? 
GOL. ORLOV: Yes, that is what he is sajinc, 
تاه‎ COMVISSIONERs I just wanted to make sure that it is clear in the 
recorce 
TH» \ITNESS: May I mak. a correcticn herce Phere is an grrore Of 
course, I had knowledge of the mon that were killec cn June 20th. 
è 
THe COMMISSIONER ¢ Isn't wh.t Colonel Orlev told him about 2 
COL. ORLOV: Of Coursce 
Tui WITNESS}; I theucht you were talking of socialists ani cemcerats 
ani political encinicse 
THs CONMISSIONER s We aro talkin: about the word political cnemlcse 
Tii WITNESS “Loc term political cnewies must not leat you astray 
seause I did net seo tho men wh. were executed on the 30th of Junc; I didn! 
ce political enemies in those imon at alle 
3X COLe ORLOV 3 
ge You witness, are the man the political leaders werc subordinate to, hav 
مق‎ .ropa-anda curing the years made national socialist jicolo.y, have you 
he Yes, I have done soe Dut in a manner which coul. be excused before the 
people, because I rejected all .overnment by force, all brutality, in all the 
years I have been in the government. 
Se You see, don't you, that you anc all the political leacers therefore 
are rvus..nsible for all the crimes that have been Comal 64 ? 
Ae In my Gau there have been no political crimes. If Jows have been ےت‎ 
pelled an. later on, as I have h.arc t my horror now here, later on have 
bocon oxterrinated, these were measures by the Reichs which hawe been taken 


bv the Gestapo anc Himeler, anc executec by them toce 
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Ge So you think the national socialist propaganda you have sponsorec for 
17, no, 23 years, that jropazanda docs not mean a thing ? 
A. Way I stato that the Gauleiter was only respunsidle for his own area. 

I think that if in my Gau there ha. happened anythin: which is nct ccm- 
patible with moral laws, them I don't think that the re;rcscntativces of all 
confessions were reacy to give we a certificate -f zocdecnduct today, I cont 
think So, 

ue Anco thc fact that you have a-vocated a great number of youn: men in nae 
tional socislist instructions, docsn't mean anythin: cither ? 
A, that was under the authority of the Youth Leaders, but as far as I have 


intervened in these matters, the measures remained in th. frame I have cescri- 


Ge nd you, in your capacity as Gaulciter, you had nothin. tc co with that 
& N-t directly with the y uth, noe The youth was quite inceendent an 
organization of Ltsclf, an. that point has always been strussec. 
COL. ORLOVI No more questions. 


TH. CQ21SSIONSR$ Do you wish tc re-examine, Dr. Link ? hen cic this 


ite LINKS Do you refer to my questioning cnly ? 
THe COs MISSLTONERe When cic you begin ? 
Jie LINK? bout ten past ten, 
TH: COMMISSIONER: All right, 
Ji jode LINKS 
ون‎ I Want to ask only afew quosti-ns, but I woul! like what I zù going 
to say now out .f the récorc, 
THs COM ESSIONER$ wo you have any questions, -r are you ¿uins t. addres 
me سك‎ which ? 
ite LINK} I want t. ERAT the Commission, anci then I want te ask scm 
quosti.ns f tne witness, 


TFT 
- 一 


tz 


COM IAUSSIONER$ Before we cecice this will be off the record, you 


۹ ٠ 11 ^ rl سام‎ A ^ 7 وہ‎ 7 1 s م‎ Ba ~ 7 . 1 * y 1. , S 
must teil me what the conversation is going tu bee What has nw been saic 


is still in th. reccrce 
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DRe LINK: Yes, sire One of the attorneys of the prosecution has ĉis- 
cussed the اجه توت‎ the witness has been callec here, anc I have only 
to stress the fact that the witness has not been br -usht here as it was 
thought of, for his personal justification. But because he was t^ be ques- 
tionedg as I have saic at the beginning .f the questicnin., anc he has been 
questioned with regard to 1 and 3 of 64 cf the decree of the 13th cf March. 
ihat is, namely, what were the aims گت‎ th. Gau in thc grcup that has been 
charged here in the sense cf this charter ? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Dre Link, I think we can cut this quite short. It's 
perfectly simple. If you wish to make that clear, ask the witness to clarify 
nis answers to the rosecuticn during your re-.ircct examination, 

jte LINK} Yes, sire 
3X Ine LINK? 

Witness, have ycu testificd here in raer to justify your perscnal pc-‏ هي 
sition, cr have you come here te sive us information as to the coordination‏ 
of persons with the clear plan in view cf committing crimes in the frame of‏ 
your Gau ?‏ 

ie It was far from me to como here t: testify myself, I came here tc 
restore the hon.r cf the many subordinate political leitcrs which I have 
known in my Gaue 

HE CO.;..ISSIONEH$ Dre Link, is that exactly the answer he gave t 

the prosecution ? 

Re LINK: Yos, sire 

THe COS ISSIONExs: Isn't that sit cleared up, then ? 

tite LINK Yes, sire 

THE COM ISSIONERs I am quite satisficc that it is 01۵ 

JRe LINK} I would like to save a look at th.se two cocuments, anc if 
the attorney for th. prosecution would kincly place them at my Cisp sol, I 
woul. not have to interrupt nw an: 2: to my office, 

IH COMMISSIONERS} He ccesn*t seem to bo here, -See if he is ar un? out 
sicco there, He may be in 234, Tell him te come here imhediatelye 
BY Un, LINK? 


you maintain that in your Gau ycu have nit received the cocument dea.‏ ٹلا ون 


۳۱1۳۳۳۵۵" د 


lin; with the rcdish workers ۶ 
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a Ae I have never received such a cocument, and if I hac received it I 
would have thrown it in the waste paper basket, 
TH CO MISSIONERs Dre Link, you need not ask that question 2:21 
He has alreacy testified to thate 
DR. LINK} I have asked this question a.ain because if I an n t nis- 
taken tie prosecutor has asked tho witness :"This ncrning 
that you have received this document," I "antec onlv te clarify this point. 
TH; CO; ISSIONERs Oh, I sec, all right, Zo one 
BY DR. LINK: 
"e vid the Kreisbauernfuehrer belcng to the staff f the Kreisli tcr ? 
To the lar 


o circle of the staff in the capacity cf expert, as you have 


alreacy mentioned in this norning 7? The Reichsbausrnfuchrer as deputy of 
the Reichsnachrstan?, or the expert in the matters of agriculture, will 
you please distinguish between those two ? 

Ae This was cencrally a personal union, anc where this was the case, 
there were tw. persons, the agricultural x ert and the Kroisbauernschaften, 
Ge Do you maintain that in your Gau the Polish -r . ther foreich workers 

were treated in the same way as German Labcrers ? 

& Yes, I maintain that, 

Ge "ith regard to the seconc Cceument, I have to ask 3 You have answe- 
re. the question cf the prosecutor with regard to the distribution of the 
document, that from the very fact that this document has been sent cut t. 
wany different offices which hac nothing t» من‎ with it, that fr » this very 
fact one can derive that the man who sent ib off wanted it in tho .ffico, 
And I put it to you, that you have been sh.wn on this cocument nly tw 
parts, anc that in the document tuereare a certain meer of other matters 
dealt with, don't you know that ? 

THE COv:.ISSIONERs Aren't these ccpies cf the cocument there cn the 
table ? On ths intervreterts table. Yes, cne documente anc toe other one 
in on iir. ilarreccts deske Show th .se documents 4o Tre Link, I think they 
are, Dre Link, the documents which ycu require, 

BY vu» LINKs 


Ge I Conft want tc put it to you, but I waft to ask you whether you know 


Ae Yes, I think bo because of the volume -f the cocuncnte UAM | || 
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Ge And you are aware that the distritrtion, of course, deals with the whol 
of the document ? 
As Yes, I thought Sue 


€ 


Ge Do you mean to imply that your testimony on the principle isn't changec 
with regard to the expert officers cf the staff by the fact that you have bee 
shown now 2 documents which clearly were directives in a political sense ? 

Ae In whet was sh.wn here we have t. show, in my opini.n, an exces) tione 
On the principle the situation was as I have 265611560 ite 

e Have you uncerstcod from the book "Mein Kampf" that should Hitler come 
into power he would throw his political enemies intc concentration 98 ? 

Ae No, in no waye 

"hat was your view of the persons that have been shot on June 30, 1934‏ موی 

Ae I have dealt with the matter in detaile at that tine I was 71ن‎ 6 
at Hilter's way t. deal with those peoples Leter cn asain I tried t make 
inquirios an. all I was able to fitû cut was that those people were 6 


in makin. a sort cf putsche 


Ge “ic you nut consider these people as political enemies of 


i 

r 
A 
کی‎ 
cr 
eg 
( 
"i 
۰-3 


ite “he tern, "political enemics" coule n.t in my opinion be applied tc 
those people because they were Nati-nal Socialists too and they only cisa- 
ereed on the ccurse which was to be follcwede They wanted to set the power 
in their hanes by way of a putsch whereas Hitler wanted to waite 

we witler was already in pow.r at that time, waan't he ? Yo you mean to 
say that they wanted to push on the revolutionary reccnstruction quicker 
after 1933 ? 

ke I have stressed the point formerly because even before the coming int: 
power of Hitler therc were certain currents in that circle of نات‎ to 
forward quickly and later on these people wnatec to get more revolutionary 
power in their handse 

C.M ISSIONGR NEAVEs I think this point has been quite adeqrstely co- 

verede 


vite LINK} I have no further questions. 


COMMISSIONER MEAVEs Well now, vill you want this witness kept in Nurn- 


berg ? ۵ 0 
T 
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E | 7 ittle while because 
$ ike LINK: I would suggest taat he stay fur a little while bee 
٦ , ris "^ ١ A mes cs f: I 
we have to make up our minds as to the chcice f the different witnesse 
the Tribunal, 
COMMISSIONER N.aVEe Very well. the witness may be excused. 


^ 


(The Commission adjourned at 1610 hours). 
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